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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

END OF ANOTHER SCHOOL YEAR

Embracing Your Potential

Celebrating Achievements

As this month unfolds, my thoughts naturally drift toward the joy and excitement of graduates and students advancing to the next stage of their educational journey. It’s a time filled with 

pride and optimism for the future, as these young individuals take steps toward their dreams.

Overcoming Limitations

However, amidst the celebrations, I am also reminded of those who have faced obstacles, held back by the narrow perceptions of others who fail to recognize their true potential. It’s 

essential to acknowledge that these limitations imposed by small minds do not define you or your capabilities.

Believing in Yourself

The message I want to share is one of empowerment: you are capable of achieving anything you set your mind and work 

toward. Believe in yourself, for no one else holds the reins to your destiny but you. Your future is not bound by the opinions of 

others but by your determination and perseverance.

Attaining Dreams and Goals

Everything you aspire to is within reach; it’s simply a matter of discovering the right combination of effort, strategy, and 

resilience to achieve your dreams and goals. Remember, the journey to success is uniquely yours, and with belief and hard 

work, you can chart a path that leads to fulfillment and triumph.
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READERS NEEDED 
We are looking for youth or adults that would like to read pre-recorded stories to children via our website. You can view other 

stories and recorded books on our website. 

https://NewHeightsEducation.org/NHEG-educational-programs/virtual-reading-program/?_gl=1*ww4omh*_gcl_au*MTQ5MTAwNTk3NS4xNzcwMzMyMjE3

We will be listing this opportunity in our volunteer positions that are listed on our site and on idealist. 

Special Note: We need readers for multiple age ranges. 

We recently added and a new story to this page 

We recently added two new stories to this page

“Heroes of the Argonne” for 9th - 12th grade and college level students scroll down to Meuse-Argonne Section.
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/pamela-clark/?_gl=1*1sn3fp1*_gcl_au*MTQ5MTAwNTk3NS4xNzcwMzMyMjE3

Civil War story “19th-Century American” for 9th - 12th grade and college students scroll down to civil war section of page to 
listen.
https://radio.newheightseducation.org/pamela-clark/?_gl=1*1sn3fp1*_gcl_au*MTQ5MTAwNTk3NS4xNzcwMzMyMjE3
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Home   Open eBooks

What is Open eBooks?

Open eBooks is a FREE eBook library that contains a rotating catalog of
thousands of popular, award-winning eBook titles! Students and families can
access Open eBooks at home or on-the-go through a free app (available on
Apple or Android devices) or through a web browser on their computer or
Chromebook.

First Book members working in any setting (classrooms, libraries, afterschool
programs, etc.) can order free Open eBooks access codes/PINs for students
and families, allowing them to log in to Open eBooks and access this
incredible resource. After you place your order, First Book will send you an



email containing your students’ access code/PIN combinations along with
instructions to help families download the free app (requires a minimum of
iOS 10 or Android 6) or log in via Open eBooks on Web
(www.openebooks.org).

Get started by following the step-by-step instructions below!

How It Works

Order 1 Open eBooks Collection for each student.
Each student will need their own unique code/PIN combination to log in to the
Open eBooks app.

Check your email.
We'll send you an email with all your Open eBooks codes/PINs so that you
can pass them along to your students and their families.

Use the Get Started Letter Template (available in English and Spanish)
to share codes/PINs with students

and families.
It includes instructions on how to access Open eBooks (via the free

Apple/Android app or Open eBooks on Web), log in, and get started.

Students start reading!
Kids can check out up to 30 eBooks at a time and titles can be downloaded
and read online using the app. Open eBooks access codes/PINs never expire
—it's like a digital library card!

Order Open eBooks
Collections Now

Elementary Collection
Order Now

Middle School
Collection

Order Now

High School Collection
Order Now

All Ages
Collection

Order Now
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Frequently Asked Questions

Why do I have to be a First Book Member to access Open eBooks?
Open eBooks was created to provide free ebooks to children and families from communities where
physical books may be scarce. First Book is a non-profit that provides affordable—and sometimes
free—books and resources (like Open eBooks) to its growing member network of over 500,000
educators and program leaders working in under-served communities across the country. Per our
agreement with the publishers who generously donated titles for Open eBooks, you must be a First
Book member to order access codes/PINs for your students. Learn more about becoming a First
Book member—signing up is FREE and takes about 5 minutes!

 

What are the technical requirements for Open eBooks?
The Open eBooks mobile app is available for download on both iOS and Android platforms. The app
requires a minimum of iOS 10 or Android 6. Android devices that have a version lower than
Android 6 may not be able to see Open eBooks in the Google Play Store.

Open eBooks on Web (www.openebooks.org) can be accessed via Chromebooks, laptops, or
desktop computers, and on other devices where you can't download a mobile app. Open eBooks on
Web is fully supported on Safari, Google Chrome, and Firefox. For any browser, users should use
Standard Mode; Developer and Dark/Night Mode are not supported at this time.

 

Do you need internet access to use Open eBooks?
Using Open eBooks on Web requires internet access. When using the app, browsing available titles
and checking out a book from a collection requires internet access. However, Open eBooks titles
can be downloaded and read from the app while offline. When using the app while connected to
your mobile network, standard data rates apply.

 

I haven’t received my follow up email with my access codes/PINs. What do
I do?
Please allow a few hours to receive your email with access codes/PINs (especially for large orders)
and be sure to double check your junk/spam folder in case the email landed there. You can also
view your Open eBooks access codes/PINs under the Orders screen in your First Book Account
Dashboard. If you do not receive your access codes/PINs within 72 hours (be sure to double check
your junk/spam folder), please contact us at help@firstbook.org or by phone at 866-732-3669.

 

How many Open eBooks access codes/PINs can I order at once?
First Book members are limited to 500 Open eBooks access codes/PINs per order. If you serve
more than 500 students, you're welcome to place multiple orders.

 

Does Open eBooks collect or share any data from students?
We take student privacy seriously. First Book and Open eBooks do not collect or share any data
from users of the Open eBooks app. The access codes/PINs used to log in to the app are
anonymous. For more information, refer to First Book's Privacy Policy and Open eBooks' Privacy
Policy.

 

If I’m planning to use Open eBooks in my classroom or program, should I
still order 1 access code/PIN per student?
The Open eBooks app is intended for kids to use at home for individual reading, but it can also be
used in your school, library, or program. If you wish to use the app in your program or classroom
on a shared device, we still recommend that you order one code/PIN combination per student. This
allows each student to check out their own titles and keep their place as they read.

 

Do Open eBooks access codes/PINs expire?
Access codes/PINs do not expire. Each access code/PIN is like a digital library card that never has
to be renewed!

 

Do you have to renew books checked out from the Open eBooks library?
Yes, each eBook will be available for 30 days before it must be renewed. The Open eBooks app
allows users to check out up to 30 eBooks at a time.

 

Can I search for specific titles within the app?
Within the app, students and families can search by title or author or browse thousands of
different eBook titles based on topics of interest.

 

As an educator, can I order an Open eBooks access code/PIN for myself?
Yes! If you'd like to browse the rotating Open eBooks catalog of titles before sharing access
codes/PINs with students and families, you're welcome to place an order for yourself so you can
log into the app and look around.

 

Do Open eBooks access codes/PINs work for different collections?
Open eBooks access codes/PINs are specific to the Open eBooks collection you order (i.e., If you
order the Open eBooks Elementary Collection, those access codes/PINs will not give the user
access to titles in the Middle School or High School Collection). Please be aware the All Ages and
High School Collections may contain titles with mature content.
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Have additional questions?
Check out the Open eBooks FAQs page or contact the Open eBooks team!

First Book is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that
exclusively supports educators and program
leaders serving children in need. Books,
resources, or any goods obtained via the
fbmarketplace.org website are strictly
prohibited from being resold for any reason.
Any breach of this policy may lead to legal
consequences including (but not limited to)
exclusion from our network. Please refer to
First Book's eligibility requirements for more
information. First Book cannot guarantee
cancellations or adjustments to orders once
they have been transferred to our
warehouse for processing. In order to
continue our mission, the First Book
Marketplace cannot accept returns and all
sales are final (including orders for digital
products).

Become a Member

About the First Book Marketplace

Support First Book

Partner with First Book

Advanced Catalog Search

Mobile Terms & Conditions

Privacy Policy

FAQs

Follow us on social
media:

    

© First Book
1319 F Street NW, Suite 1000

Washington, DC 20004
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Uplifting Memoir UNPREDICTABLE 
Chronicles Abuse Recovery, Courage
Through Faith

SUBHEAD: Palmetto Publishing unveils stellar, inspirational autobiography on

overcoming lifelong trauma

CHARLESTON, SC, November 9, 2023 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) –

Honey Kasper is an overcomer. After beating cancer, surviving eighty-nine surgeries, and processing a childhood filled with every 

kind of abuse, she has built a successful and deeply fulfilling life. Her true story is recounted in her memoir, Unpredictable:

The walk in and out of darkness, a brand new title launched this fall by Palmetto Publishing. Kasper’s website contains additional 

information.

The book was written to reach those who have faced chronic illness, other serious health conditions, domestic violence, and 

childhood trauma. Kasper believes sharing her story candidly will help readers experience a sense of camaraderie in their journeys. 

More than anything, she believes she was able to heal as a result of her faith. Kasper describes her story as “the hand of God 

steering my life away from tragedy,” and she adds that “overcoming with grace and faith in God can change a life.”

The book itself is deeply emotional, showing how trauma can affect a person’s mindset for a lifetime—but also demonstrating how 

perseverance and taking back control of one’s choices can help survivors to recover. The title also features a collection of poems and 

a list of song titles that the author has found inspirational.

Reviewers have called the book “an insightful, honest, and inspirational tale of a battle survivor,” and a story that “gives hope 

to readers . . . from dysfunctionalfamilies.” Kasper, who writes under a pseudonym, invites readers to embark on the incredible 

journey of healing, and to “build a life of purpose and love.” Kasper can be found on Twitter (@KasperHoney) Facebook and LinkedIn 

for readers who wish to stay connected.

UNPREDICTABLE: THE WALK IN AND OUT OF DARKNESS is available for purchase online at Amazon.com and Barnes and Noble.com.

About the Author:

Honey Kasper is an overcomer whose life shows how grace and faith in God can transform a life. Having survived many years of 

abuse, trauma, severe malnutrition, over eighty-nine surgeries, and cancer, Kasper writes to help people find freedom from their 

struggles.

About the Book:

Title: Unpredictable: The walk in and out of darkness

Author: Honey Kasper

Publisher: Palmetto Publishing

Publication date: November 2023

ISBN-13: 979-8-8229-3211-1

Media Contact:

Honey Kasper

Email: unpredictablethewalk@yahoo.com

Available for interviews: Author, Honey Kasper

Related Images










One Nonprofit’s Journey to Success




Unraveling Reading 
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YUMPU & OUR PUBLICATIONS

Due to costs, our magazine and comic book will be moving from Yumpu to 
their own web page. 

The NHEG EDGuide and E.A.S.Y.Toons can be found by visiting 
https://Publications.NewHeightseEducation.org/

Check it out and give a like, and subscribe, share and follow us. 

https://Publications.NewHeightseEducation.org/


NEW COMIC STRIP BY LOGAN MORELAND

Logan Moreland is a passionate and talented artist whose work transcends the convention-
al boundaries of visual storytelling. With every art piece or comic he creates, he strives to 

capture the essence of the moment with unparalleled emotion and sincerity. 
What sets him apart is his unwavering commitment to telling stories that resonate deeply 

with the heart. 



SEAL-OF-TRANSPARENCY



New Volunteer Stats

Organized/Created by Gary Stevens
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NHEG PITCH DECK
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Create videos with https://clipchamp.com/en/video-editor - free online video editor, video compressor, video converter.
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MISSING CHILD
Ronnie Ellon Laday
NCIC# M348873597

Missing Since: March 25, 2026

Youngstown, OH

Age Now: 16 Years Old

Male

Ronnie may still be in the local area or he may travel to Akron, Ohio or to Palm Springs, California.

Youngstown Police
Department (OH)
(330) 747-7911

How you can help

Scan, View, & Share
Report Sighting CALL
911 or 1-800-THE-
LOST

NCMEC: 2081972

MISSING CHILD
Ayden Dean
NCIC# M998888599

Missing Since: April 23, 2026

Dayton, OH

Age Now: 17 Years Old

Male

Ayden was last seen on April 23, 2026.

Dayton Police
Department (OH)
(937) 333-2677

How you can help

Scan, View, & Share
Report Sighting CALL
911 or 1-800-THE-
LOST

NCMEC: 2085485

MISSING CHILD
Destyn Petry
NCIC# M648846212

Missing Since: April 11, 2026

Dayton, OH

Age Now: 13 Years Old

Female

Destyn was last seen April 11, 2026.

Montgomery County
Sheriff's Office (OH)
(937) 225-4357

How you can help

Scan, View, & Share
Report Sighting CALL
911 or 1-800-THE-
LOST

NCMEC: 2084524

MISSING CHILD
Kiara Sisk
NCIC# M398902608

Missing Since: April 26, 2026

Cincinnati, OH

Age Now: 15 Years Old

Female

Kiara was last seen on April 26, 2026.

Cincinnati Police
Department (OH)
(513) 765-1212

How you can help

Scan, View, & Share
Report Sighting CALL
911 or 1-800-THE-
LOST

NCMEC: 2085905
8180
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https://www.readandspell.com/home-course
Discount: NHE10

Have professional 
genealogy research 

done for only

Genealogy costs cover the genealogist’s time 
and there may be extra charges for expenses 
that include photocopies, travel, website fees 
(Ancestry, MyHeritage, and public library fees) 
and postage if necessary.

For more information, please visit https://School.NewHeightEducation.org/online-courses/genealogy-dna-course/

For more information, please visit https://School.NewHeightsEducation.org/affordable-genealogy/ 
To sign up: https://NHEG.MemberHub.com/store/items/838457

New Heights Educational Group is now offering pre-recorded

 Genealogy and DNA courses

419-786-0247 
NewHeightsEducation@yahoo.com • http://www.NewHeightsEducation.org

per hr

$  65

Genealogy & Education DNA & Education
In this free course, students will explore the history of ge-
nealogy and be inspired to learn about their family history 
and its connection to their community.

Course topics:
• History of genealogy
• Family history and its ties to their environment
• Significance of learning about family history
• Steps to researching family history
• Sites to help organize a family tree
• Steps to downloading and moving a family tree

In this free course, students will explore the world of ge-
netics and DNA testing and be inspired to learn about their 
genetic makeup and their connection to others.

Course topics:
• Significance of learning about family history
• Introduction to genetic testing
• Overview of DNA
• DNA testing options
• Steps to take after DNA testing
• Value of adding DNA results to other websites
• Using Gedmatch
• Comparing DNA in multiple systems
• Comparing DNA relatives
• DNA results and social media

Contact Us

https://www.readandspell.com/home-course

https://www.readandspell.com/home-course



https://NewHeightsEducation.org/NHEG-news/heroes-of-liberty-partnership/

https://www.collegexpress.com/reg/signup?campaign=10k&utm_campaign=NHEG&utm_
medium=link&utm_source=NHEG 

More Scholarship opportunities: 
-https://School.NewHeightsEducation.org/students/scholarship-opportunities/scholar-
ship-search/
- https://School.NewHeightsEducation.org/students/scholarship-opportunities/

NHEG EDGUIDE
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https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form

https://careasy.org/nonprofit/NewHeightsEducationalGroup
Call: 

855-550-4483

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/48e1112a-8e9f-4c73-8b19-0caa89669ff5
https://careasy.org/nonprofit/NewHeightsEducationalGroup



https://School.NewHeightsEducation.org/online-courses/per-
sonal-development-coaching-courses/ 

NHEG EDGUIDE
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https://www.nshss.org/

https://School.NewHeightsEducation.org/online-courses/

discounted-and-free-online-classes/

https://NewHeightsEducation.org/NHEG-educational-programs/virtual-reading-program/

https://School.NewHeightsEducation.org/membership/national-csi-classes/
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NEW VOLUNTEERS VOLUNTEERS OF  THE  MONTH
Brennen Carter

Laura Casanova

Khristia Cendana

Tamika Clayborne

Marina Klimi

Logan Moreland

Jasmine Morrison

Kojo Osei-Ghansah

Manya Shukla

Gary Stevens

TAMIKA CLAYBORNE, 4/11/26

VIRTUAL INTERNSHIPS - VOLUNTEER 

INTERN, HR COORDINATOR

JASMINE MORRISON, 4/27/26

VIRTUAL INTERNSHIPS - VOLUNTEER 

INTERN, HR COORDINATOR

TIFFANY OLSON 4/27/26

VIRTUAL INTERNSHIPS - VOLUNTEER 

INTERN, HR COORDINATOR

KOJO OSEI-GHANSAH 3/29/26

VOLUNTEER DATA COMPILATION

BRENNEN CARTER

KHRISTA CENDANA - RETURNING 

VOLUNTEER - WELCOME BACK KHRISTA
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THE INTERNET RADIO PROGRAM 
FROM NEW HEIGHTS EDUCATIONAL GROUP



Radio show episodes

We’re making it super easy to listen to our shows. You can check out the shows by host and topic using the following links. 

Special note: Some use these for homeschool courses and supplemental resources.  

This pre-recorded show will be available on our website Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org starting June 25, 2026. Homeschool 

families are encouraged to incorporate this resource into their American History studies.

Exploring Marine Biology and Zoology with Host Anna Shi
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/anna-shi/

History of America with Host Kathy Woodring
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/kathy-woodring/

Common Core with Host Priscilena Shearon
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/priscilena-shearon/

Technology and Cyber-Awareness with Host Freddie Bandola, Jr.
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/freddie-bandola-jr/

Educational and Inspirational Topics with Host Briana Dincher
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/briana-dincher/

Show Topics: Education in the News, Interviews Civil Rights, Roundtables and American Service Men and Women Tell Their 
Stories of Survival.
https://Radio.NewheightsEducation.org/pamela-clark/

Common Core with Host Charlotte D. McGuire
https://Radio.NewheightsEducation.org/charlotte-d-mcguire/

How education powers the world with Host Buffie Williams
https://Radio.NewheightsEducation.org/buffie-williams/

Depression, anxiety and other disabilities within our community with Host Erika Hanson
https://Radio.NewheightsEducation.org/erika-hanson/

https://radio.newheightseducation.org/anna-shi/

https://radio.newheightseducation.org/kathy-woodring/ 
https://radio.newheightseducation.org/priscilena-shearon/ 


Radio show episodes
Story Time with Host Shannon Williamson
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/shannon-williamson/

Soft Skills with Host Victoria Lowery
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/victoria-lowery/

Educational and Inspirational Topics with Host Sadia Eijaz
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/sadia-eijaz/

Memorial Day and Texas Flooding with Host Maria Ortiz
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/maria-ortiz/

History of Civil Rights in America with Host Barbara Bullen
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/barbara-bullen/

Special needs and disabilities with Host Kaden Behan
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/kaden-behan/

Issues that effect United Nations Youth
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/taibat-olaniyan/

Empowering HR in the workforce with Host Manya Shukla
https://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/manya-shukla/



New Heights Educational Group Launches Podcast

The New Heights Educational Group is excited to announce the launch of a new podcast titled “American Service Men and 

Women Tell Their Stories of Survival.” Hosted by Pamela Clark, this podcast will feature firsthand accounts from sailors who 

served aboard the USS Drexler, with plans to explore additional stories and branches of the military, as well. 

This pre-recorded show will be available on our website Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org starting June 25, 2026. Homeschool 

families are encouraged to incorporate this resource into their American History studies.

P.S. If anyone from the families would like to be interviewed on the show they can reach me at my email address. 

(Info@NewHeightsEducation.org)

Commercial for show

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGVqZ9Ny2U/EZ8XuV0tHQU0URfQj07j9w/watch?utm_content=DAGVqZ9Ny2U&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medi-

um=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=ha977a70340

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGVqZ9Ny2U/EZ8XuV0tHQU0URfQj07j9w/watch?utm_content=DAGVqZ9Ny2U&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=ha977a70340
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGVqZ9Ny2U/EZ8XuV0tHQU0URfQj07j9w/watch?utm_content=DAGVqZ9Ny2U&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=ha977a70340












To find out more about our grant programs or to apply online, visit www.dgliteracy.org.

100 Mission Ridge, Goodlettsville, TN 37072 • 615.855.5201 • www.dgliteracy.org

For 30 years, the Dollar General Literacy Foundation has been helping individuals increase their potential 
and pursue their dreams of a better tomorrow through the power of education. Through grant investments 
in local schools, nonprofits and libraries, we are supporting teachers, librarians and nonprofit leaders as they 
help individuals of all ages learn to read, prepare for the high school equivalency test or learn English. If you 
would like to learn more about the Foundation and our grant programs, please visit 
www.dgliteracy.org.

ADULT LITERACY
Grants provide support to 
organizations that help create 
access and opportunity for adults 
through adult basic education, high 
school equivalency preparation or 
English language acquisition. 

SUMMER READING
Grants support efforts to prevent 
the summer slide and engage 
students who are below grade level 
or reader’s with learning differences 
during the summer months. 

FAMILY LITERACY
Grants support learning for the whole 
family. Preferred programs include 
adult education, children’s education 
and parent and child together time. 

YOUTH LITERACY
Grants support efforts to 
implement, enhance or expand K-12 
literacy instruction with a focus on 
increasing access for all students.

Since 1993, the Foundation has:

AWARDED more than  

$$223333 MILLION 
IN GRANTS

SERVED more than 

1199..33 MILLION 
INDIVIDUALS

IMPACTED mmoorree  tthhaann 

233,000 
ORGANIZATIONS

Grant Focus Areas:
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NHEG May  Birthdays

NHEG June  AnniversariesNHEG May  Anniversaries

MAY 13

JUN 21
MAY 04

MAY 28

Peter Gordon

Kristen Congedo
Gary Stevens

Katie Bucchop

MAY 14

MAY 17

Kojo Osei Ghansah

Logan Moreland

NHEG June Birthdays
JUN 01

JUN 30

JUN 17

New Heights Educational Group turns 20 

Brennen Carter

Gary Stevens
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HOW TO EARN

BOX TOPS MAKES IT EASY

All you need is your phone! Download the Box Tops app, shop as you normally 

would, then use the app to scan your store receipt within 14 days of purchase. The 

app will identify Box Tops products on your receipt and 

automatically credit your school’s earnings online. 

Twice a year, your school will receive a check and can use that cash to buy 

whatever it needs! 

DO YOU NEED TO ENROLL YOUR SCHOOL? FIND OUT HOW HERE.

https://www.boxtops4education.com/enroll

https://www.boxtops4education.com/enroll


PRESS RELEASE

The White House asked Hillsdale College to assist the Salute to America 250 Task Force in producing a new 

free video series, The Story of America—a sweeping, episode-by-episode journey through our nation’s found-

ing in honor of its 250th anniversary.

 

As we approach the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, this series invites you to learn 

about the principles, courage, sacrifice, and faith that made America possible—and why this story still mat-

ters today.

 

Filmed in the historic Indian Treaty Room in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building in Washington, D.C., 

each episode brings a pivotal chapter of the American story to life.

 

Here’s a glimpse of what you can access on your journey at no cost:

•	 The Declaration of Independence — Larry P. Arnn, President, Hillsdale College

•	 How the Declaration of Independence defines who we are—and what it still asks of us.

•	 The Formation of the Army — Pete Hegseth, Secretary of War

•	 The moment citizen-patriots took up arms and answered liberty’s call against overwhelming odds

•	 The King’s Call to Arms — U.S. Senator Mike Lee

•	 When imperial authority collided with colonial defiance—and compromise was no longer possible

•	 The Culper Spy Ring — Brian Kilmeade, Co-Author, George Washington’s Secret Six

•	 The remarkable story of ordinary Americans who risked everything to outsmart the British and save the 

Revolution

•	 Story of the American Soldier — Michael Knowles, Author and Podcaster 

•	 A tribute to the forgotten men whose sacrifice secured American independence

•	 The U.S. Marine Corps Birthday — Vice President J.D. Vance

The enduring legacy of courage, service, and sacrifice that defines the U.S. Marine Corps

 Here is the link : https://info.hillsdale.edu/e3t/Ctc/LS+113/c2xp-04/VW4twR7C69k2W25B-fn3-QX2FW1TDTHt5NcZq-N3cFw5-5nR3bW7lCGcx-

6lZ3l1W5jH8l017RrFnF1d0WWyYMWlW8NRyhF7QhMFgW3CQ2f47_6CFnW82Jvqq5LQ8T0W4gWMFk1wXkjTW23RKj23-t6L7W4VNvJ93Pz70WW2K_8v06xZx-

9wW78-fRc6H7sjNW6n8y3X5kM1v6V-X2Hz2nwnj3W6Jn2D44R8Ms9VmTgTr5dCYrLW8kHQjP2Qq_CmW1wV37N7s15J6W21ZvPt1cy02GW1WnzyX5K-Jb1MXM3-_9g-

221W1nL8Yj8NT8p5W82SW9K1yg164W5nHFxR55FWNBW34mPCm5YPvr7W8PGmbG7QhQrNW6ffMrv6sZBKfW5XshbB4lDfH5Vhg1rS8kr1MZW92qTWs1KTdNGW5xFgH-

J6HHCLMW76yMjJ4B3lZ5N2xvJ_6tnkfpW4WB5yT5YrsdVW19K8FJ6dNnzdN52v4Q14BS62W6yV5PF3JNpKBW52BLfq80FrnlW8pXvlf5kYVlKW4-LK6T33vmDMVS_Sx84klGg-

jVkKgs37pxF_gf7b4_YC04

ALL NEW - FREE VIDEO SERIES

The New Heights Educational Group podcast New Heights Show on Education has been selected by the Feed-

Spot panel as one of the 10 Best Ohio Education Podcasts on the web, for the second year in a row.

It is listed among the Top 10 Best Ohio Education Podcasts online, and NHEG is honored to be part of this. 

Anuj Agarwal, founder of FeedSpot, personally congratulated NHEG’s work on the podcast and its many 

shows. The award-winning New Heights Show on Education covers educational topics and news for families, 

students, and educators. The internet radio program and podcast hosts cover various topics of education for 

home-, charter-, and publicschool families in Ohio and beyond. 

Content topics include many aspects of education: education in the news, civil rights, the power of education, 

restructuring schools, the IEP process, tips for teens, zoology, technology, Common Core, history, science, 

reading, business, entrepreneurship, special needs, round-table discussions, and reading of our teen comic 

book series that tackles youth issues. The show educates and inspires its audience by sharing and welcoming 

discussions. 

New shows are added on a regular basis on our website: http://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/

The New Heights Educational Group was named the Student Educational Support Service Provider of the Year 

2024 - Ohio by the North America Business Awards.

https://newworldreport.digital/winners/New-Heights-Educational-Group-2/

NHEG Founder/Executive Director Pamela Clark stated “I’m always thankful for recognition of our work. The 

work at NHEG is all done by volunteers, and I appreciate them for their passion and support.” 

Thank you to New World Report for recognizing our work.

Sincerely, Pamela Clark

 It is listed among the Top 10 Best Ohio Education Podcasts online, and NHEG is honored to be part of this.

Anuj Agarwal, founder of FeedSpot, personally congratulated NHEG’s work on the podcast and its many 

shows. 

The award-winning New Heights Show on Education covers educational topics and news for families, stu-

dents, and educators. The internet radio program and podcast hosts cover various topics of education for 

home-, charter-, and public school families in Ohio and beyond. Content topics include many aspects of edu-

cation: education in the news, civil rights, the power of education, restructuring schools, the IEP process, tips 

for teens, zoology, technology, Common Core, history, science, reading, business, entrepreneurship, special 

needs, round-table discussions, and reading of our teen comic book series that tackles youth issues. The 

show educates and inspires its audience by sharing and welcoming discussions.

New shows are added on a regular basis on our website: http://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/

THE NEW HEIGHTS EDUCATIONAL GROUP PODCAST NEW 
HEIGHTS SHOW ON EDUCATION

STUDENT EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT SERVICE PROVIDER OF THE 
YEAR 2024 
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https://info.hillsdale.edu/e3t/Ctc/LS+113/c2xp-04/VW4twR7C69k2W25B-fn3-QX2FW1TDTHt5NcZq-N3cFw5-5nR3bW7lCGcx6lZ3l1W5jH8l017RrFnF1d0WWyYMWlW8NRyhF7QhMFgW3CQ2f47_6CFnW82Jvqq5LQ8T0W4gWMFk1wXkjTW23RKj23-t6L7W4VNvJ93Pz70WW2K_8v06xZx9wW78-fRc6H7sjNW6n8y3X5kM1v6V-X2Hz2nwnj3W6Jn2D44R8Ms9VmTgTr5dCYrLW8kHQjP2Qq_CmW1wV37N7s15J6W21ZvPt1cy02GW1WnzyX5K-Jb1MXM3-_9g221W1nL8Yj8NT8p5W82SW9K1yg164W5nHFxR55FWNBW34mPCm5YPvr7W8PGmbG7QhQrNW6ffMrv6sZBKfW5XshbB4lDfH5Vhg1rS8kr1MZW92qTWs1KTdNGW5xFgHJ6HHCLMW76yMjJ4B3lZ5N2xvJ_6tnkfpW4WB5yT5YrsdVW19K8FJ6dNnzdN52v4Q14BS62W6yV5PF3JNpKBW52BLfq80FrnlW8pXvlf5kYVlKW4-LK6T33vmDMVS_Sx84klGgjVkKgs37pxF_gf7b4_YC04

https://info.hillsdale.edu/e3t/Ctc/LS+113/c2xp-04/VW4twR7C69k2W25B-fn3-QX2FW1TDTHt5NcZq-N3cFw5-5nR3bW7lCGcx6lZ3l1W5jH8l017RrFnF1d0WWyYMWlW8NRyhF7QhMFgW3CQ2f47_6CFnW82Jvqq5LQ8T0W4gWMFk1wXkjTW23RKj23-t6L7W4VNvJ93Pz70WW2K_8v06xZx9wW78-fRc6H7sjNW6n8y3X5kM1v6V-X2Hz2nwnj3W6Jn2D44R8Ms9VmTgTr5dCYrLW8kHQjP2Qq_CmW1wV37N7s15J6W21ZvPt1cy02GW1WnzyX5K-Jb1MXM3-_9g221W1nL8Yj8NT8p5W82SW9K1yg164W5nHFxR55FWNBW34mPCm5YPvr7W8PGmbG7QhQrNW6ffMrv6sZBKfW5XshbB4lDfH5Vhg1rS8kr1MZW92qTWs1KTdNGW5xFgHJ6HHCLMW76yMjJ4B3lZ5N2xvJ_6tnkfpW4WB5yT5YrsdVW19K8FJ6dNnzdN52v4Q14BS62W6yV5PF3JNpKBW52BLfq80FrnlW8pXvlf5kYVlKW4-LK6T33vmDMVS_Sx84klGgjVkKgs37pxF_gf7b4_YC04

https://info.hillsdale.edu/e3t/Ctc/LS+113/c2xp-04/VW4twR7C69k2W25B-fn3-QX2FW1TDTHt5NcZq-N3cFw5-5nR3bW7lCGcx6lZ3l1W5jH8l017RrFnF1d0WWyYMWlW8NRyhF7QhMFgW3CQ2f47_6CFnW82Jvqq5LQ8T0W4gWMFk1wXkjTW23RKj23-t6L7W4VNvJ93Pz70WW2K_8v06xZx9wW78-fRc6H7sjNW6n8y3X5kM1v6V-X2Hz2nwnj3W6Jn2D44R8Ms9VmTgTr5dCYrLW8kHQjP2Qq_CmW1wV37N7s15J6W21ZvPt1cy02GW1WnzyX5K-Jb1MXM3-_9g221W1nL8Yj8NT8p5W82SW9K1yg164W5nHFxR55FWNBW34mPCm5YPvr7W8PGmbG7QhQrNW6ffMrv6sZBKfW5XshbB4lDfH5Vhg1rS8kr1MZW92qTWs1KTdNGW5xFgHJ6HHCLMW76yMjJ4B3lZ5N2xvJ_6tnkfpW4WB5yT5YrsdVW19K8FJ6dNnzdN52v4Q14BS62W6yV5PF3JNpKBW52BLfq80FrnlW8pXvlf5kYVlKW4-LK6T33vmDMVS_Sx84klGgjVkKgs37pxF_gf7b4_YC04

https://info.hillsdale.edu/e3t/Ctc/LS+113/c2xp-04/VW4twR7C69k2W25B-fn3-QX2FW1TDTHt5NcZq-N3cFw5-5nR3bW7lCGcx6lZ3l1W5jH8l017RrFnF1d0WWyYMWlW8NRyhF7QhMFgW3CQ2f47_6CFnW82Jvqq5LQ8T0W4gWMFk1wXkjTW23RKj23-t6L7W4VNvJ93Pz70WW2K_8v06xZx9wW78-fRc6H7sjNW6n8y3X5kM1v6V-X2Hz2nwnj3W6Jn2D44R8Ms9VmTgTr5dCYrLW8kHQjP2Qq_CmW1wV37N7s15J6W21ZvPt1cy02GW1WnzyX5K-Jb1MXM3-_9g221W1nL8Yj8NT8p5W82SW9K1yg164W5nHFxR55FWNBW34mPCm5YPvr7W8PGmbG7QhQrNW6ffMrv6sZBKfW5XshbB4lDfH5Vhg1rS8kr1MZW92qTWs1KTdNGW5xFgHJ6HHCLMW76yMjJ4B3lZ5N2xvJ_6tnkfpW4WB5yT5YrsdVW19K8FJ6dNnzdN52v4Q14BS62W6yV5PF3JNpKBW52BLfq80FrnlW8pXvlf5kYVlKW4-LK6T33vmDMVS_Sx84klGgjVkKgs37pxF_gf7b4_YC04

https://info.hillsdale.edu/e3t/Ctc/LS+113/c2xp-04/VW4twR7C69k2W25B-fn3-QX2FW1TDTHt5NcZq-N3cFw5-5nR3bW7lCGcx6lZ3l1W5jH8l017RrFnF1d0WWyYMWlW8NRyhF7QhMFgW3CQ2f47_6CFnW82Jvqq5LQ8T0W4gWMFk1wXkjTW23RKj23-t6L7W4VNvJ93Pz70WW2K_8v06xZx9wW78-fRc6H7sjNW6n8y3X5kM1v6V-X2Hz2nwnj3W6Jn2D44R8Ms9VmTgTr5dCYrLW8kHQjP2Qq_CmW1wV37N7s15J6W21ZvPt1cy02GW1WnzyX5K-Jb1MXM3-_9g221W1nL8Yj8NT8p5W82SW9K1yg164W5nHFxR55FWNBW34mPCm5YPvr7W8PGmbG7QhQrNW6ffMrv6sZBKfW5XshbB4lDfH5Vhg1rS8kr1MZW92qTWs1KTdNGW5xFgHJ6HHCLMW76yMjJ4B3lZ5N2xvJ_6tnkfpW4WB5yT5YrsdVW19K8FJ6dNnzdN52v4Q14BS62W6yV5PF3JNpKBW52BLfq80FrnlW8pXvlf5kYVlKW4-LK6T33vmDMVS_Sx84klGgjVkKgs37pxF_gf7b4_YC04

https://info.hillsdale.edu/e3t/Ctc/LS+113/c2xp-04/VW4twR7C69k2W25B-fn3-QX2FW1TDTHt5NcZq-N3cFw5-5nR3bW7lCGcx6lZ3l1W5jH8l017RrFnF1d0WWyYMWlW8NRyhF7QhMFgW3CQ2f47_6CFnW82Jvqq5LQ8T0W4gWMFk1wXkjTW23RKj23-t6L7W4VNvJ93Pz70WW2K_8v06xZx9wW78-fRc6H7sjNW6n8y3X5kM1v6V-X2Hz2nwnj3W6Jn2D44R8Ms9VmTgTr5dCYrLW8kHQjP2Qq_CmW1wV37N7s15J6W21ZvPt1cy02GW1WnzyX5K-Jb1MXM3-_9g221W1nL8Yj8NT8p5W82SW9K1yg164W5nHFxR55FWNBW34mPCm5YPvr7W8PGmbG7QhQrNW6ffMrv6sZBKfW5XshbB4lDfH5Vhg1rS8kr1MZW92qTWs1KTdNGW5xFgHJ6HHCLMW76yMjJ4B3lZ5N2xvJ_6tnkfpW4WB5yT5YrsdVW19K8FJ6dNnzdN52v4Q14BS62W6yV5PF3JNpKBW52BLfq80FrnlW8pXvlf5kYVlKW4-LK6T33vmDMVS_Sx84klGgjVkKgs37pxF_gf7b4_YC04

http://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/
https://newworldreport.digital/winners/New-Heights-Educational-Group-2/

http://Radio.NewHeightsEducation.org/


3/28/25 

The New Heights Show on Education and the New Heights Educational Group (NHEG) welcomes a new host. 

Manya Shukla is a certified HR professional and a dedicated advocate for personal development and team 

growth. She is excited to bring her podcast show “Empowering HR Within the Workforce” to NHEG. It’s your 

go-to podcast for the ever-evolving world of HR. The podcast shares insights on building a more effective and 

efficient workforce while also focusing on personal growth. Manya firmly believes that high-quality work is 

best achieved when employees feel valued, engaged, and happy in their roles. She also believes that what 

is important is not the number of hours an employee spends in the office but the quality of work he or she 

performs. Manya currently volunteers with NHEG as an HR Coordinator. She resides in Austin, Texas, loves 

singing and dancing, and is deeply interested in geopolitics. The award-winning New Heights Show on Educa-

tion covers educational topics and news for families, students and educators. The internet radio show hosts 

cover various topics of education for home-, charter- and public-school families in Ohio and beyond. We 

cover many aspects of education: education in the news, civil rights, the power of education, restructuring 

schools, the IEP process, tips for teens, zoology, technology, 

Common Core, history, science, reading, business, entrepreneurship, special needs, and round-table discus-

sions. Our shows can be followed and listened to on your favorite podcast player or by visiting https://Radio.

NewHeightsEducation.org/. 

Pamela Clark (Founder/Executive Director, Creator of Show) hosts a show titled “Education in the News” that 

airs Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. EST.

THE NEW HEIGHTS SHOW ON EDUCATION AND 
THE NEW HEIGHTS EDUCATIONAL GROUP (NHEG) 

WELCOMES A NEW HOST.

The New Heights Educational Group is 

now part of the First Book Network! If 

your children or students lack access to 

quality books, NHEG can help provide 

them with a high quality, online library 

through the First Book Network. Mem-

bers have 24-hour, year-round access to 

an award-winning repository of new and 

affordable books, educational resources 

and basic necessities curated for kids 

and young adults up to 18 years of age. 

To claim access to these free books, con-

tact us at Info@NewHeightsEducation.

org and send us the name, email address 

and age for each child you would like 

access for. We will send you an email with sign-up information (check your spam folder if you don’t see 

this email in your inbox). You can also sign up via the following link: https://NewHeightsEducation.org/

NHEG-educational-programs/virtual-reading-program/. 

While you are there, check out the FREE 5-tier reading program. 

THE NEW HEIGHTS EDUCATIONAL GROUP IS NOW PART OF THE FIRST BOOK 

ARTICLES FROM HILLSDALE COLLEGE

The first link is an issue of Imprimis, Hillsdale’s free “Digest of Liberty,” by Trent England on “The Danger 

of the Attacks on the Electoral College”: https://imprimis.hillsdale.edu/danger-attacks-electoral-college/

The second is an article for the Wall Street Journal in 2016 entitled, “The Electoral College is Anything 

But Outdated”: https://www.hillsdale.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/PR-The-Electoral-College-Is-Any-

thing-But-Outdated-WSJ.pdf

Check out the digital version of Imprimis, one of America’s most widely-read publications in support of 

individual liberty, limited government, free market economics, moral responsibility, and strong national 

defense. 

My name is Larry P. Arnn, and I am the president of Hillsdale College, which has published Imprimis since 

1972.

ARTICLES FROM HILLSDALE COLLEGE
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https://info.hillsdale.edu/e3t/Ctc/LS+113/c2xp-04/VXb3fY2hTH5TV7lKQ41v9XpFW5l3Nw35g8q1SN1PJbts3qgyTW6N-

1vHY6lZ3lfW4hyg5z17-J43W7SnRr57R-43LW1Q2Mk21fj04DW83zt6N2-ypn2W1wL_HM6R5SyRW7v_brC8qMZzBVR4SWs2Gbj-

SyW7hFsf02M7kTzW70915v6MHZgdW1jR62Z1hhzwYW7h459C7lMvd_W5BR4Wz6x4YhMW79PK482fmGtJW5WbbSN1v6C1F-

W6n2zmT2bd9bBVkGDcf83-YWyW7rKFwY36fWbyW8l8vth29_LxSW3TknpQ5pNFNjW2BFMwp6xNTVvW6wDbsh49qmBSVNk-

wl-3M78Xxf4P84Y404 

LETTER TO VETERANS’ COMMUNITY
ARE YOU A VETERAN? 

DO YOU KNOW A VETERAN?

The New Heights Educational Group has recently launched a new radio show titled, “American Service Men 

and Women Tell Their Stories of Survival.” Our goal is to provide veterans with a platform to share their 

experiences through interviews with our Founder and Executive Director, Mrs. Pamela Clark. Mrs. Clark has 

a personal connection to this cause, as her paternal grandfather heroically gave his life in WWII, and his 

father served in WWI. Both were awarded Purple Heart medals.

Mrs. Clark has been passionate about honoring veterans’ contributions to our nation for quite some time, 

envisioning this initiative either as a history class or a radio show. Through this program, we aim to amplify 

veterans’ voices and foster community education about our nation’s history.

We warmly welcome any suggestions on how we can effectively proceed and connect with veterans inter-

ested in participating. Your support is invaluable to us in making this project a success.

Thank you for considering this opportunity to honor and share the incredible stories of our veterans.

Sincerely, Pamela Clark, Executive Director

419-786-0247

Info@newheightseducation.org
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NEUROEDUCATION IN SCHOOL: PRINCIPLES OF NEUROSCIENCE 

Neuroeducation implies understanding how a child’s brain works and how the nervous system affects their learn-

ing.

Neuroscience studies applied to schooling have been essential both for teachers to innovate in pedagogical strat-

egies and for parents to create more favorable conditions for their children’s learning.

This article presents eight principles of neuroscience in action to help children learn in the classroom. As a strat-

egy for writing the article, I will use a study conducted by the Social Service of Industry (SESI) of Brazil, which is 

now part of the National

Network of Science for Education (Rede CPE), an association that integrates Brazilian researchers and laboratories 

from different areas that develop research to improve educational practices and policies.

The following principles also contribute to the transformations of education over

time:

1. Learning changes the brain: Neuroimaging tests have found that our brain changes both in structure and in 

functioning as a person learns new skills such as reading, writing, counting, practicing a new language, etc. This 

is due to neuroplasticity and the brain’s ability to reorganize itself and form new brain synapses with each new 

learning or experience acquired throughout life. For this

reason, students need to know that intelligence is malleable and that it is always time to learn, regardless of the 

difficulty they have with a given content. Research in the field of neuroscience reveals that when students under-

stand that their intelligence is malleable and that learning changes the structure of their

brain, they can renew their self-confidence and motivation to study.

2. How we learn is unique: Although each of us has the same set of neural circuit 

(linked to attention, motivation, motricity, language, reasoning, etc.), how each person’s brain connects to these 

circuits is different, as it depends on the set of experiences inherent to how each person learns and experiences 

learning. Each student has a different type of neural circuitry that influences their performance and learning. 

Thus, a classroom with students of the same age does not necessarily mean that everyone will learn in the same 

way. For this reason, it is necessary to awaken everyone’s interest, investigating their previous knowledge, what 

they like to do most, their desires, and their curiosities. Diversifying pedagogical practices, as well as teaching 

resources, are alternatives for each student to put into practice their way of learning.

As the teacher manages to connect with the students, the easier it will be to connect the interests of the class to 

the concepts of the school curriculum.

3. Social interaction is conducive to learning: We are social beings. Learning by observing others is not as effec-

tive as learning by interacting with others. In a classroom, the exchange between teacher and student generates 

changes in each person’s cognitive processing, and this is evident when the teacher needs to modify the lesson 

plan because of a doubt presented by a student. Learning occurs all the time, whether between students or 

groups of teachers. This way, a new neural construct is developed in the brain for each new learning. The neu-

ral circuits activated by social interactions have connections with the reward system, which triggers motivation, 

essential for quality learning! 

4. The use of technology influences the processing and storage of information:

The teacher, when using smartphones, laptops, and tablets, as a pedagogical tool, first needs to ask himself/her-

self “What are the benefits and drawbacks that information technologies offer to students in the classroom?

The indiscriminate use of these devices in the classroom can cause distractions and multitasking behaviors 

in students in a way that impairs their ability to focus and pay attention. For technology to be used to benefit 

learning, support and guidance are needed. It is necessary to guide the student on how to use selection 

strategies and identify inaccurate news when researching and seeking information, for example. Another 

important tip is to develop deep readings with students.

Students need to use cognitive strategies that allow in-depth reading, not only in printed texts but also on 

screens.

5. Emotion drives learning: In the human brain, reason and emotion are processes that work interde-

pendently to allow our best adaptation to the environment.

From a neuroscientific point of view, it is impossible to build memories, carry out complex thoughts, or 

make meaningful decisions without emotion. That is why they are so important for human development and 

learning. In the classroom, “what” the student feels and “how” he feels about what is being taught will directl  

impact his learning. Leading him, for example, to pay more attention (or not) to the content of the class, to 

ask (or not) questions, and to dedicate himself more (or less) to his studies. This is how emotion guide 

learning. On the other hand, emotions that trigger episodes of stress and anxiety in students impair learning.

Working with emotions in the classroom, and incorporating socio-emotional learning into pedagogical 

practice, means considering students in all their dimensions. It is about understanding and valuing the way 

students perceive themselves, interact, and perceive learning.

6. Motivation puts the brain in action for learning: Motivation is associated with the activity of brain areas 

that analyze the value of a given experience and also whether it is rewarding enough to be repeated and 

maintained over time. In learning, this process occurs when the student decides to dedicate more time to

studying certain content.

A tip to stimulate motivation in students is to arouse their curiosity through thought-provoking questions in 

the classroom. Remember that every research project starts with a question or a problem!

Research indicates that when something truly awakens curiosity, brain regions associated with motivation 

and memory are activated. In other words, curiosity can be a great motivator that makes the brain want to 

learn.

7. Attention is the gateway to learning: Attention is the gateway to learning. It is through this that the brain 

is able to filter the necessary and relevant information for our knowledge. Without focus and attention, we 

cannot filter the information necessary for learning, and consequently, we cannot learn. But the challenge 

of attention is to maintain concentration, and this involves emotion. For this reason, it is essential that the 

learning content has value and meaning for the student.

This was proven through research in which, using electrophysiology techniques, they observed that when 

adolescents were presented with stimuli they considered more “interesting,” areas related to selective atten-

tion were influenced by brain areas related to motivation. Thus, the study demonstrated that more interest-

ing stimuli increase attentional focus.

8. The brain is not multitasking: Although the modern world values multitasking behavior in people, neu-

roscience has proven that the brain is not multitasking, alternating its attention on one stimulus at a time 

when performing a task.

Simultaneous tasks require the brain to compromise the same brain area, the prefrontal cortex, responsible 

for working memory. Thus, carrying out multiple tasks when studying can compromise academic perfor-

mance and the reading comprehension, for example. Other harmful factors include difficulty maintaining 

focus, mental fatigue, working memory overload, and difficulty retaining the content studied.
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In order to make students understand the harm of multitasking behavior, it is necessary to explain to them that 

the greater the number of activities they are doing, the greater the level of distraction. In practice, this means 

avoiding using social media while studying and only using it again during the break between classes. cannot filter 

the information necessary for learning, and consequently, we cannot learn. But the challenge of attention is to 

maintain concentration, and this involves emotion. For this reason, it is essential that the learning content has 

value and meaning for the student.

This was proven through research in which, using electrophysiology techniques, they observed that when adoles-

cents were presented with stimuli they considered more “interesting,” areas related to selective attention were 

influenced by brain areas related to motivation. Thus, the study demonstrated

that more interesting stimuli increase attentional focus.

The educator’s work can be more effective when he/she understands how the brain learns, what motivates learn-

ing, and how it better captures attention—in short, how stimuli and social interactions impact the learner’s forma-

tion. The brain is the organ of learning, and neuroeducation aims to provide scientific evidence of how the brain 

learns more effectively in the classroom. Hence the importance of neuroeducation for

the student’s academic life and for the teacher’s teaching process.

Source:

Serviço Social da Indústria. Departamento Nacional.

Neuroscience and education: looking out for the future of learning / Serviço

Social da Indústria, Ana Luiza Neiva Amaral, Leonor Bezerra Guerra;

translation Mirela C. C. Ramacciotti. Brasília : SESI/DN, 2022.
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In the last few years, everything has changed for college 
students. Applications capable of writing assignments 
suddenly became a part of everyday life. What is the real 
impact of artificial intelligence (AI)? Is it a convenient 
tool for personalized learning or a path to academic 
dishonesty?

Out of nowhere, AI became students’ best friend. A tool 
created in 2022 is now a daily habit. Professors may see 
dishonesty, but students see efficiency. Is AI additional 
help or a shortcut to avoid learning? The real problem is 
a decline in educational standards. Will over-reliance on 
AI make students smarter, or does it come with darker 
consequences?

According to a new study by scientists at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), the latter 
might be true. Researchers found that writing essays 
with ChatGPT can lead to “cognitive debt” and a “gradual 
decline in the quality of written assessments.”

Over four months, MIT researchers asked 54 adults to 
write essays in three groups: those who used ChatGPT, 
those who used a search engine, and those who used 
only their own skills. The team tracked brain activity and 
analyzed the writing to see how engaged participants 
were. The results were interesting: those who relied on AI 
showed much less brain engagement and even struggled 
to remember their own quotes. When later asked to 
write without AI, they performed the worst of all.

The study was small, with only 18 participants making 
the final round, but it raises a big question: Does over-

reliance on AI make it harder to think for ourselves?

Artificial intelligence is still a relatively new tool. But its 
rise has created major challenges for academic integrity. 
This skepticism is not new; people had similar concerns 
when digital calculators emerged. They were also seen 
as “easy fixes.” But, in the 1970s, exams were redesigned 
to match a new reality; instead of calculating by hand, 
students were expected to use calculators and solve 
complex problems.

The real challenge is that the institutions haven’t 
updated their standards or don’t even know how. 
Teachers still assign the same tasks and expect the same 
outcomes as five years ago, ignoring the fact that a 
powerful new tool now exists.

It is essential that current and future generations can 
think critically and creatively and solve problems. 
However, AI reshapes what this means. Writing essays 
by hand is no longer the only way to demonstrate critical 
thinking, just as long division doesn’t automatically prove 
numerical skills.

Already, 89% of US college students admit to using 
ChatGPT for homework, despite its limitations. 
Adaptation is urgent. Some universities, like Stanford, 
Barnard, and New York University, have begun offering 
AI literacy courses, where students learn to evaluate the 
consequences of AI and understand when not to use it.

AI Has Come to Reshape Education
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2025
LIKA KOBESHAVIDZE

Calculators changed math; now, AI is changing learning.

Europe is taking a slightly different path. The European Commission’s guidelines emphasize transparency, 
accountability, and fairness in AI education. Instead of banning the tool, they are trying to integrate it into the learning 
process. Students may use AI to brainstorm ideas, correct grammar, or support research. The goal is for students to 
understand how it works, its risks, and capabilities.

Asia, however, is the leader of integration. In South Korea and Singapore, students use AI in classrooms and in 
assessments. Singapore, through its second National Artificial Intelligence Strategy (NAIS 2.0), has positioned itself as 
a global leader. The plan outlines 15 steps over the next 3–5 years to advance AI in manufacturing, finance, healthcare, 
education, and public services.

AI is a huge part of today’s world. No matter how much universities or schools wish it never existed, it seems like it’s 
here to stay. Just as calculators handle our calculations, AI can support learning. But the real problem is not reliance 
on AI, but misuse. Pretending that this technology doesn’t exist or banning it weakens education. This is not 1955; not 
all the students write exams by hand. They need to be challenged and taught how to use AI responsibly and ethically. 
In fact, mastering AI should be part of academic success. Ignoring it leaves students unskilled, unprepared, and 
ultimately less competitive.

Source: The Foundation for Economic Education (FEE)                                                                    			               https://fee.org/
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Let me explain each result. If the child chooses not to throw a tantrum in the first place, the parent is very happy and 
receives a payout of 10. The child receives no toy and 0 payoff.

If the child does throw a tantrum, the parent is left with two options. Cave in and buy the toy or hold strong and do 
not buy the toy.

If parents cave in, they are unhappy with the tantrum starting, but they stave off the embarrassment and headache 
of an extreme tantrum. Preventing the full tantrum is precisely why many parents do cave in situations like this. The 
child is happy and receives a payoff of 10, and the parent has a bad payoff of -2.

Alternatively, parents could hold strong and not buy the toy. The downside to this (at least immediately) is large. The 
tantrum continues for longer. This leads to an unhappy child with a -1 payoff and a parent who has a big headache and 
a -5 payoff.
It appears that the best option in the case of a tantrum is to simply buy the toy to make life easy, but this is a 
deceptive result. If children only threw one tantrum in their lives, this might be the best answer. In fact, this same 
logic is why grandparents are notorious for spoiling kids and saying yes. If you spend time with a child in limited 
amounts, why let that time be destroyed by the tantrum?

The problem for parents is this is not a one-shot game. It’s what economists call a repeated game. In other words, if 
you cave and buy a toy, the next time you go to the store the child believes their options are to either not throw a 
tantrum and get a 0 payoff, or they can throw a tantrum and get a toy with the attendant 10 payoff.

With this choice in front of them, the child will throw a tantrum every time.

If, instead, the parent holds strong during the tantrum and doesn’t buy the toy, the child will learn the only two 
options are 1) get no toy (0 payoff) or 2) get no toy and scream (-1 payoff). In other words, the tantrum is not worth it if 
the parent never gives in.

So this leaves us with our rule. If you cave and buy a toy, you should expect a tantrum every time you’re in the store. 
That doesn’t mean you can’t buy your kids toys; it just means you shouldn’t do so when threatened with a tantrum. If 
you’re going to cave on something, you should prepare to always cave on that thing.

For example, my wife and I have set up expectations for our kids during church time. My kids know that if they ask for 
the candy given out to kids at church my wife and I will say no. This led to some drama at first, but now they expect 
the answer and have moved on.

Note, the rule is not simply never cave to demands. Sometimes it is okay to give kids what they want! If you think it’s 
reasonable, buy kids popcorn when you go to the movies. I’m not saying deny them out of principle! You should just be 
prepared for them to expect you always to cave on that particular demand if you often do so.

Rule 2: Don’t Make False Threats
A similar logic underlies Rule 2: “don’t make false threats.” Just like in Rule 1, the best solution for a one-shot game is 
not always the same as the solution for a repeated game.

I still own my first Gameboy Pocket and copy of Pokemon Red. My daughter, a Pokemon lover, frequently asks me if 
she can play it. Whether or not she’s allowed to depends on how she treats her little sister. If she’s been nice, I’ll let 
her. If she is mean, I don’t.
If I really want my daughter to do something like clean her room, one option I have is I could say that if she doesn’t 
clean, I’ll never let her play the Gameboy again. That threat would probably convince her to clean, but it’s a bad threat 
nonetheless. The problem is, I like that she gets to play the Gameboy. It’s fun to watch her figure out the same things I 
figured out when I was a kid. I don’t want to enforce that punishment.

There is a chance that if I made that threat, she might still leave her room a mess. If that happens, I have two options. 
I can either carry out my threat and take away the Gameboy forever, or I can renege on my threat.

As an economist, one of the most common questions I 

get is inquiries on which stocks to buy. As I’ve explained 

before for FEE, economics doesn’t actually equip me to 

answer this question. However, economics has provided 

me with good rules to aid me in (believe it or not) 

parenting.

There’s a good chance that parents will hear or discover 

these rules on their own, but the underlying logic for why 

they are good rules is based on a sound understanding of 

economics.

So, after five years of parenting and three years of being 

a professor, I present to you the three rules of rational 

parenting.

Rule 1: Cave Never or Cave Forever

One common struggle of being a parent of young kids 

is the possibility of tantrums. Kids frequently throw 

tantrums publicly when they don’t get what they want, 

and your response to tantrums needs to be strategic.

Any time you encounter a situation where your best 

decision depends upon the actions of another person, we 

can think of that interaction as a game. Something being 

a game doesn’t imply there is a loser or a winner, it just 

means your best action is dependent on the action of 

someone else. These sorts of interactions are analyzed 

by economists with the tools of game theory.

So let’s think of what we’ll call the tantrum game. In 

the tantrum game, a child makes a decision whether to 

throw a tantrum; and the parents, in turn, are given the 

opportunity to respond.

We’re going to analyze the decisions of the child and 

parent using a diagram called a decision tree. At the end 

of each branch of the decision tree, we can see the final 

payoffs each person ends up with. The only important 

thing to understand with the payoffs is that bigger is 

better.

So say you’re at the store, and your son or daughter 

wants you to buy a toy. You refuse, and a tantrum 

ensues. Let’s look at your options.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2023
PETER JACOBSEN

How game theory can help you be a better parent

3 Rules of Rational Parenting Derived from Good 
Economics



May - June 2026

143142

NHEG EDGUIDE May - June 2026

A Tribute to Charlie Kirk (1993–2025)
That is not a sentence I ever imagined writing, certainly 

not in 2025. He leaves behind a devoted wife as well as 

two young children, who will grow up in a world without 

their father.

Charlie Kirk was the founder of Turning Point USA, a 

conservative student activist group, and host of The 

Charlie Kirk Show, a nationally-syndicated daily radio 

show. The focus of Turning Point was empowering 

young people to speak out for free markets and limited 

government. Much of Charlie’s work involved speaking 

and debating on college campuses. He was willing to 

debate anyone, to hold out his views and be challenged. 

It was during such an event on the campus of Utah 

Valley University that he was shot and killed Wednesday 

afternoon, at the age of 31.

I wish I could say I knew Charlie, but I didn’t. Neither did 

most of the people celebrating his death on the Internet. 

Some are calling it justice; others, karma.

The cheering was the worst part—not simply that it 

happened, but the ease of it, the unthinking certainty 

that justice had been served, that a man’s death was the 

proper price for defending his convictions.

Though I cannot mourn Charlie as a close friend, I can 

mourn what his death represents: the collapse of the 

great American experiment in self-government, the 

return to that Hobbesian state of nature where might 

makes right and the strong devour the weak.

My son, age 13, knew Charlie better than I did, if 

it can be called knowing to watch a man through 

a screen. Thirteen is an age suspended between 

innocence and experience: old enough to see that 

ideas have consequences, young enough to hope those 

consequences need not include death.

He would watch Charlie debate, and what he learned 

was not any particular doctrine but something more 

fundamental: that it is possible to believe strongly 

enough to defend those beliefs in public, to submit 

one’s convictions to the test of argument and 

counterargument.

When he got out of school yesterday, I had to tell him 

that the man whose clarity of thought he admired had 

been murdered for, it seems, the crime of thinking aloud. 

This is the world we are making for the next generation: 

a place where ideas are so dangerous that men must 

die for having them, where the ultimate answer to every 

disagreement is the gun.

Because I associate Charlie with my son, and my son 
with Charlie, I worry about inheritance—not of money or 
property, but of the vast structure of beliefs and customs 
that makes civilized life possible.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2025
ALLEN MENDENHALL

Freedom of speech is all.

If I choose the second option, I’ve created a big problem for myself in repeated interactions. From now on my threats 
are not credible. If I said she would lose the Gameboy forever, and she didn’t, why would she believe anything I have to 
say about the consequences of actions?

So, if I don’t want to take away the Gameboy forever, the rule is simple—I shouldn’t threaten to take it away forever. A 
more reasonable threat that I’d be willing to make is, “you can’t play it today if you’re mean to your sister.”

A quick way to tell that discipline has gotten out of hand is if parents frequently issue nuclear level threats which kids 
ignore. Don’t make threats you won’t keep.

It’s very tempting to dial threats up to 10 to assure your kids listen to you, but you need to keep a cool head and offer 
reasonable consequences you know you will enforce. Otherwise, frankly, your kids shouldn’t believe you.

Rule 3: Be Transparent
The “games” above have results which make sense because I’ve spelled them out explicitly. The actions and 
consequences have been made clear enough to understand. This brings us to our final rule: be transparent.

Kids should understand they do have choices (this is true whether you want them to or not) and those choices do have 
consequences. I don’t have a rule for which particular consequences you have if your children, for example, hit each 
other. I’m not a parenting savant. But I can tell you that the consequences you establish should be clear.

Without clear payoffs or consequences, players in a game cannot make the best decisions. Imagine how frustrating 
basketball would be if your points per basket were totally random. Why would you ever try from 3 point distance if 
you might end up with 1 point? Ultimately, the game of basketball would be frustrating and unwatchable if players 
and viewers couldn’t understand the rules. The “game” of parenting fares no better.

Not only is it not fair for you to impose arbitrary mystery consequences on children, but it also won’t help you make 
things better. Inconsistent or illogical consequences will leave a child unable to figure out the best option. Instead 
children will either underestimate the consequences and ignore them, overestimate the consequences and be afraid 
of you (which you shouldn’t want), or some combination of both.

So although economic theory can’t tell you which stocks to pick, it is full of valuable insight for all sorts of everyday 
interactions. And these insights are, in my opinion, worth more than a well-picked stock.

Source: The Foundation for Economic Education (FEE)                                                                    			               https://fee.org/
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Chat Control
Soon, the European Union is set to vote on the so-called 

“Chat Control” legislation. Under the pretext of 

protecting children from online predators, the privacy 

of millions of users could be undermined. If passed, this 

means that Brussels will impose its vision on the world, 

one increasingly detached from liberty.

Concerns about Chat Control have been growing among 

Europeans in the leadup to the vote, scheduled for 

October. However, the attempt to control citizens’ 

private conversations is not new: the debate has dragged 

on since 2021, and in the United Kingdom, similar 

legislation passed through the Online Safety Act of 2023.

Child safety is, in itself, a real problem. It is a disturbing 

reality that online child sexual abuse has been growing 

within the European Union. In 2023, according to the 

Internet Watch Foundation, 36 million reports of abusive 

content were registered, and about 62% of confirmed 

child abuse pages were hosted within the EU.

However, the majority of these figures refer to public 

pages and servers, with no data establishing a direct 

correlation between the rise in crime and private 

messages on encrypted platforms—the kind targeted by 

Chat Control. While such platforms can be misused to 

share content, they are not the root of the problem.

Chat Control would rely on client-side scanning: an 

inspection conducted inside users’ phones before 

encryption, powered by artificial intelligence algorithms. 

Every message, image, or file is analyzed on the device 

itself and compared with databases supplied by 

authorities. If the system identifies something suspicious, 

the content is automatically flagged and reported.

This mechanism, however, is prone to errors, and legal 

content such as family photos of children, journalistic 

or academic discussions of sensitive topics, or even 

support group conversations may be flagged as criminal, 

leaving ordinary citizens vulnerable. Meanwhile, criminal 

networks could quickly find ways to bypass these 

systems.

The United Kingdom took the lead in this approach 

with its Online Safety Act. The law includes a clause 

that allows authorities to force companies like Signal, 

WhatsApp, or iMessage to implement client-side 

scanning. But the companies refused. Signal threatened 

to leave the UK market, WhatsApp declared it would not 

weaken encryption even under legal pressure, and Apple, 

which had announced plans to roll out its own client-

side scanning system, backed down after strong public 

backlash.

More recently, the British government attempted to 

force Apple to create a backdoor to access encrypted 

content on iPhones and iCloud. It retreated after strong 

international pressure. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2025
CLÁUDIA ASCENSÃO NUNES

In the EU, Big Brother menaces freedom and innovation.

We inherit the assumption that we can disagree without killing, that ideas can be met with ideas, that the proper 
response to speech we dislike is more speech, not violence.

This inheritance was not given to us whole. It was built slowly, painfully, across centuries of human struggle, each 
generation adding its small contribution to the great work of learning to live together despite our differences.

And in a single moment, it seems gone.

Charlie’s death is a mirror in which we can see ourselves as we truly are: a people who have lost faith in our own 
founding bet that free people can govern themselves through reason rather than force. If we cannot reclaim the 
inheritance of reason over violence, of speech over silence, then his death will not be the end of one man’s story. It 
will be the beginning of our own undoing.

Those who did know Charlie, even those who disagreed with his politics, speak of a man who was warm and gracious. 
This is what we should remember. If there is any redemption in this tragedy, it lies in whether we choose to see in 
Charlie’s death not only what we have lost, but what we must recover.

Source: The Foundation for Economic Education (FEE)                                                                    			               https://fee.org/
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The (Further) Case for the Free Market in Education
In 1964, Leonard Read wrote a powerful essay 

celebrating the free market in education. Read, who 

founded FEE nearly two decades prior to promote 

individual and economic freedom, recognized the ways 

in which government control of the K-12 education 

sector constrained choice and prevented diversity and 

abundance of learning options.

In “The Case for the Free Market in Education,” Read 

asked us to imagine that education had been freed from 

government interference and was instead “restored to 

the free, competitive market.” 

“What would happen?” wondered Read. “No one knows!” 

he answered.

Rather than a flaw, Read recognized that the unknown 

of what would inevitably emerge from this restoration 

would be its strongest feature. In a free market, 

education would become an entirely decentralized sector 

based on voluntary association and exchange, with 

entrepreneurial individuals creating various learning 

opportunities and families deciding for themselves 

which ones they prefer for their children. Consent 

would replace coercion in education, sparking endless 

possibilities.

As Read put it:

“Creative thought on education would manifest itself in mil-
lions of individuals. Such genius as we potentially and compos-
itely possess would assert itself and take the place of deaden-
ing restraints. Any person who understands the free market 
knows, without any qualification whatsoever, that there would 
be more education and better education. And a person with a 
faith in free men is confident that the costs per unit of learning 
accomplished would be far less…The free market is truly free: 
it is free of restraints against creative action; it presupposes 
free exchange; its services are as free as the sun’s energy.”

Some might argue that we already have a free market 

in education outside of government-run schools, with 

private schools free to operate and compete for families 

who have the means to exit an assigned district school 

for private options. Yet, here too the government 

interferes in the private sector to varying degrees. 

Compulsory schooling laws in all states mandate school 

attendance, and most states require private schools to 

be registered with local or state officials. Some states 

influence private education more directly with various 

curriculum and evaluative requirements. And in a few 

states, such as Iowa, private schools can’t even exist 

without being accredited by the state department of 

education or one of only a few accrediting organizations 

approved of by the state.

How this works in practice is heartbreaking. I wrote 

recently about a Sudbury-model school in Des Moines, 

Iowa that spent months trying to get launched but finally 

had to give up in 2021

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 2023
KERRY MCDONALD

In 1964, FEE founder Leonard Read made the case for the free market in education. His 
words are even more relevant today.

The United States, with direct intervention by Vice President JD Vance, pushed Whitehall to drop the demand, which 

the Home Office acknowledged was technically unfeasible and politically unsustainable.
The economic and diplomatic challenges to the UK’s law can be seen as a test of the Big Brother vision represented 
by client-side scanning. Yet if the European Union proceeds with Chat Control, the situation becomes more complex. 
Unlike the UK, which companies could realistically abandon (or threaten to, prompting the government to retreat), the 
EU is far too large to ignore. Companies may instead feel compelled to comply.

The consequences would not be only social, with a threat to freedom of expression, but also political and economic. 
Implementing client-side scanning systems requires massive costs in software, servers, and compliance teams. Large 
multinationals can absorb such costs, albeit at the expense of user trust. Startups and emerging companies, however, 
would struggle when faced with these costs.

A fintech that depends on privacy, an innovative messaging app, or a digital health platform would have no chance of 
competing in a market where surveillance is mandatory by default. The result would be a less competitive European 
technology ecosystem, with a flight of talent and startups to the United States or to countries that value privacy as a 
pillar of innovation. This trend has already been intensifying due to the excess of regulation in the European Union.

In the end, European consumers would be left with fewer choices, more concentration of power in the hands of tech 
giants, and, ironically, less digital security.

The fight against online crime must be waged through innovation, not against it. That means targeted investigations, 
stronger international cooperation to take down websites and servers that host harmful content, and the 
development of voluntary digital safety tools.

Freedom is fragile. Once the door is opened to this kind of control, it is almost impossible to close it again. Chat 
Control is presented with a noble goal, the protection of children, but beyond all the practical challenges it carries an 
even greater risk: expansion. Today it’s about child abuse; tomorrow it may be “hate speech” or any other expression 
that authorities decide is a crime. Ultimately, it will always be a threat to individual liberty, reinforcing the state’s 
power to police ideas.

Europe seems ready to become a laboratory of global surveillance.

Source: The Foundation for Economic Education (FEE)                                                                    			               https://fee.org/
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because state regulators would not allow such an out-of-the-box educational model to exist in their state. Sudbury 

schools, modeled after the well-known Sudbury Valley School in Massachusetts, are found across the US and around 

the world. I featured the Sudbury model and Sudbury Valley throughout my Unschooled book. These schools embrace 

an educational philosophy of democratic self-governance and non-coercive, self-directed learning, with no adult-

imposed curriculum requirements, classes, or evaluations. Sudbury Valley continues to operate today, more than 

50 years after its founding, and has many successful alumni, including the Academy Award-winning documentary 

filmmaker, Laura Poitras. 

Yet, states such as Iowa won’t allow certain types of schools, like Des Moines’s Sunrise Sudbury School, whose 

cofounder is a former high school physics teacher with a graduate degree in teaching, to open their doors. 

Beyond such outright coercion in the private education sector are more subtle overreaches. Many states erect 

regulatory hurdles for private education providers, especially those that challenge the conventional schooling status 

quo. Zoning and occupancy restrictions can prevent experimental models, such as microschools and learning pods, 

from getting off the ground or growing, as can restrictive child care licensing laws that can ensnare non-traditional 

programs aimed at school-age children in a daycare regulatory morass. I talk more about these regulatory roadblocks 

in my State Policy Network report. Advocates in some states, such as Utah, are trying to push back against government 

overreach in the private education sector to encourage greater education entrepreneurship and innovation. 

By removing both the overt and subtle government control of education, and unleashing a free, competitive education 

market, a panoply of educational models will emerge, representing a wide assortment of different educational 

philosophies and approaches. As in any healthy, dynamic market, some of these models will succeed and others will 

fail. Quality programs that are responsive to parents and learners will gain popularity and traction, while undesirable 

and unresponsive programs will wither. 

We see early glimpses of a free, competitive education market in states such as Arizona, which has comparatively low 

private education regulations and has cultivated a culture of choice over the past several years, aided by expansive 

school choice policies that enable parents to opt out of a government school assignment. In Arizona, and increasingly 

elsewhere, parents are regaining responsibility for their children’s education and finding the best educational fit. 

This might include enrolling in one of many private school, learning pod, or microschool options, collaborating with 

others on homeschooling efforts, taking advantage of tutoring services, using individualized curriculum resources and 

materials, and exploring a host of learning supports. 

Auspiciously, Read spoke about this more than a half-century ago when he predicted the positive outcomes of a free 

market in education: 

“While one cannot know of the brilliant steps that would be taken by millions of education-conscious parents were 

they and not the government to have the educational responsibility, one can imagine the great variety of coop

erative and private enterprises that would emerge. There would be thousands of private schools, large and small, 

not necessarily unlike some of the ones we now have. There would be tutoring arrangements of a variety and 

ingenuity impossible to foresee. No doubt there would be corporate and charitably financed institutions of chain 

store dimensions, dispensing reading, writing, and arithmetic at bargain prices. There would be competition, which is 

cooperation’s most useful tool! There would be a parental alertness as to what the market would have to offer. There 

would be a keen, active, parental responsibility for their children’s and their own educational growth.”

Read would likely say, and I would agree, that today’s school choice policies that redistribute taxpayer funds 

from government-run school systems to individual students to use as they choose are still rooted in government 

compulsion and distort the restoration of a fully free, competitive education market. Indeed, without vigilance, it’s 

possible that these policies could lead to even greater government regulation of private education—a tragic potential 

consequence. 

But these policies, especially in low-regulation states such as Arizona, are showing that they can help to loosen the 

government’s grip on education, which is the first step in restoring a free, competitive education market. These 

policies help to put parents back in charge of their children’s education, and encourage the proliferation of new and 

diverse learning options through entrepreneurship and innovation. They don’t go nearly far enough, though. As Read 

explained, the only way to achieve a truly free education market is to eliminate compulsory attendance laws, remove 

government influence over curriculum, and end forced taxation of education.  

Read concluded his influential essay by stating that the “myth of government education, in our country today, is 

an article of general faith. To question the myth is to tamper with the faith, a business that few will read about or 

listen to or, if they do, calmly tolerate.” Today, more parents, educators, and entrepreneurs are tampering with that 

faith and challenging the government’s outsized role in education. They are increasingly seeking new and different 

education options, and building what they cannot find. They are pushing ahead despite many regulatory barriers, and 

creating bottom-up education solutions that outshine top-down incumbents. 

These parents, educators, and entrepreneurs are becoming champions of a truly free market in education. And, 

as Read reminded us in his final line, “becoming is life’s prime purpose; becoming is, in fact, enlightenment — self-

education, its own reward.”

Source: The Foundation for Economic Education (FEE)                                                                    			               https://fee.org/
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Do Poverty, Inequality, and Mobility Have a Lot in 
One unfortunate pattern that has emerged recently in 

public policy debates regarding economic mobility (a 

measure of how much a person earns compared to the 

earnings of their parent(s) at the same age) is the now 

routine intertwining the concepts of economic mobility, 

poverty, and income inequality. These issues are not the 

same, and the policy responses to address them vary. 

Conflating these distinct concepts is not only misleading 

but can even create negative long-term unintended 

consequences that undermine efforts to boost social 

mobility and poverty alleviation.

On a global scale, the reduction of absolute poverty is 

one of the most under-discussed success stories of our 

modern era. According to data from the World Bank, 36 

percent of the world’s population was living in extreme 

poverty in 1990. By just 2011, that number had been 

reduced by more than half, with just 15 percent of 

the world’s population living in extreme poverty. This 

progress can be traced directly to the rapid spread of 

global capitalism—the most important lesson being that 

the most destructive form of exclusion is exclusion from 

a well-functioning market system. But just as global 

capitalism has lifted millions out of extreme poverty, 

many policymakers and academics insist that it has 

caused (or at least grossly exacerbated) another social 

problem: income inequality.

Despite the stellar success of ordinary people lifting 

themselves out of poverty through production and 
access to a stable market, the income inequality 
narrative has come to dominate our current public policy 
discourse, especially in the United States. The cliché, “The 
rich are getting richer and the poor are getting poorer” 
might help policymakers pursue increasingly broad 
wealth redistribution agendas, but the truth is far less 
alarming. The rich are getting richer, but the poor are 
getting richer too, just not necessarily as quickly. Though 
there is plenty of room to improve upward economic 
mobility in the United States, it remains the case that 
roughly three in four American adults (and the vast 
majority of poor children) live better than their parents 
did, after taking the rising cost of living into account.

Policies that aim to remove the barriers faced by people 
looking to climb the income ladder should be rigorously 
discussed and pursued, but such a goal will require a 
deeper understanding of the tradeoffs at play within a 
public policy context. There is a stark difference between 
a focus on boosting absolute upward economic mobility 
and simply attempting to reduce income inequality. At 
first glance, these goals might seem complimentary, but 
such mutual compatibility is shockingly rare.

Policy solutions aimed at reducing income inequality will 
not necessarily positively impact those looking to escape 
poverty, nor is there a guarantee that such efforts will 
simultaneously help society as a whole achieve more 
long-term upward economic mobility. Quite often, these 
goals can come into conflict. 

MONDAY, JULY 23, 2018
GONZALO SCHWARZ

There is a stark difference between a focus on boosting absolute upward economic mobili-
ty and simply attempting to reduce income inequality.

For example, one of the most common policy proposals offered by those seeking to reduce income inequality is to 
raise the minimum wage.
But such efforts (if they achieve their goal of reducing income inequality at all), come with a heavy set of tradeoffs. 
In June 2014, the Seattle City Council approved an increase of the minimum wage to $15 per hour, to be phased in 
over several years. In the ordinance itself, the authors cite the work of French Economist Thomas Piketty and the 
“need to act on income inequality” as motivation for the increase. But after a couple of increases in the minimum 
wage occurred (before reaching the $15 threshold), a research team at the University of Washington found that, “total 
payroll for such jobs decreased, implying that the Ordinance lowered the amount paid to workers in low-wage jobs by 
an average of $74 per month per job in 2016.”

In addition to empirical failures in boosting the wages of low-wage workers, minimum wage increases also have the 
effect of indirectly damaging long-term prospects for upward economic mobility as well. It is increasingly clear that 
non-cognitive skills, such as interpersonal skills, communications skills, and social intelligence, or soft skills, are highly 
sought after in the modern labor market. Furthermore, early work experience, most often obtained in an entry-level 
minimum wage job, is one of the best mechanisms to develop and hone soft skills. However, these soft skill incubators 
are disappearing as there are simply fewer entry-level job opportunities available, especially for younger workers. 
The primary culprit in the decline of these opportunities has been the rising minimum wage, either directly, by 
pricing younger workers out of the labor market, or indirectly by artificially encouraging the adoption of labor-saving 
technologies.

Another popular public policy “solution” to address income inequality is to raise the corporate income tax (CIT) and 
use the proceeds to fund government programs aimed at boosting wages, training, or educational opportunities 
for low-income people. Making the corporations pay “their fair share” was even a major plank of one-time 2016 
Presidential hopeful and self-proclaimed Democratic-Socialist Senator Bernie Sanders. A recent Harvard Business 
School working paper entitled, “Corporate Tax Cuts Increase Income Inequality,” makes the case that state reductions 
in corporate income tax rates exacerbate income inequality. But the authors also find that a reduction in state 
corporate income taxes increases real investment, a key driver of economic growth. This is consistent with data from 
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), which published a wide-ranging 2008 paper 
that found that taxes on income tend to hamper economic growth significantly more than other tax instruments. 
Furthermore, the study’s authors concluded that corporate income taxes were actually the most detrimental to 
economic growth.

Although it is well-documented that taxes negatively affect economic growth in general, and corporate income taxes 
in particular, the benefits of a growing economy and tight labor market can be more difficult to visualize. Decades ago, 
Brookings Institution Scholar Arthur Okun showed how workers have the greatest opportunity to realize wage gains 
when the economy approached full employment. Investment and economic growth are by far the best mechanisms 
to boost employment, and in turn, opportunities for workers to gain new skills, experience, and move up the income 
ladder. These are direct tradeoffs that must be addressed by those advocating for increased corporate income 
taxation to combat income inequality.

Pursuing an agenda focused on boosting upward social mobility is more conducive to the discovery of the barriers in 
the way of human flourishing and wealth creation. Breaking down these barriers, both artificial and natural, is the 
best way to ensure that each and every person has the opportunity to achieve their American Dream. Certainly, we 
don’t need more income inequality to achieve broader prosperity but chasing the inequality red herring puts that goal 
at risk.

Source: The Foundation for Economic Education (FEE)                                                                    			               https://fee.org/



May - June 2026

153152

NHEG EDGUIDE May - June 2026

Faith in Free People
Leonard E. Read, FEE’s founder, was born 127 years ago 

today. In honor of this anniversary, we’re highlighting 

this tribute to his life, written by our President Emeritus 

Lawrence Reed and published December 1, 2018.

This is the first in a series of essays throughout the 

month of December 2018 celebrating the sixtieth 

anniversary of the essay “I, Pencil” by Leonard Read.

Sixty years ago this month—December 1958—a now-

classic and well-known essay debuted before the world. 

It was titled “I, Pencil.” Written as though the author was 

the subject, we all know that it wasn’t the pencil who did 

the writing. It was, of course, FEE’s venerable founder, 

Leonard E. Read.

If you haven’t yet read it, please do so at your earliest 

convenience. You can find it right here. As I explained in 

the Introduction to the most recent editions of the essay,

Ideas are most powerful when they’re wrapped in a compel-
ling story. Leonard’s main point—economies can hardly be 
“planned” when not one soul possesses all the know-how and 
skills to produce a simple pencil—unfolds in the enchanting 
words of a pencil itself. Leonard could have written “I, Car” or 
“I, Airplane,” but choosing those more complex items would 
have muted the message. No one person—repeat, no one, no 
matter how smart or how many degrees follow his name—
could create from scratch a small, everyday pencil, let alone a 
car or an airplane.

“I, Pencil” teaches multiple principles: A simple pencil 

isn’t so simple after all. Since you and I can’t make one 

all on our own, we’re smoking some bad weed if we 

think we can solitarily accomplish things even more 

complex. Intellectual humility is a necessity if we are to 

understand the world and embrace personal growth. 

Freedom is required if we expect inventions and 

production to materialize. By encouraging cooperation 

between people far apart and personally unbeknownst 

to each other, markets perform miracles every moment 

of every day.

Anticipating this anniversary occasion, I re-read “I, 

Pencil” for the umpteenth time. My purpose was to mine 

it for any additional insights I hadn’t fully appreciated 

before. Sure enough, I found one. It’s within this passage:

…[I]f one is aware that these know-hows will naturally, yes, 
automatically, arrange themselves into creative and produc-
tive patterns in response to human necessity and demand—
that is, in the absence of governmental or any other coercive 
master-minding—then one will possess an absolutely essential 
ingredient for freedom: a faith in free people. Freedom is im-
possible without this faith.

That’s strong language. Leonard identifies “faith in free 
people” as more than simply important to freedom. He 
identifies it as indispensable. No faith, no freedom. Can 
this be literally true or was he exaggerating?

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2025
LAWRENCE W. REED

Leonard E. Read identified what is indispensable to a free society.

Isn’t Faith Just Uninformed Belief?
Some might dismiss such talk as mystical nonsense. It’s taken for granted in certain intellectual circles that “faith” is 
unscientific, perhaps even anti-scientific. That view is most often associated with critiques of one religion or another 
(or all religions). Leonard uses the term in a special context: The focus of “faith” is on what free people will do rather 
than on a Supreme Being, but the two are not so different. Each kind of faith represents a firm belief in something for 
which there may seem at the moment to be no incontrovertible proof, no hard or incontestable evidence derived from 
our senses, and each is believed with especially strong conviction.

Scientists employ human logic, reason and objective standards of evidence to determine “proof.” But they surmise, 
hypothesize, conjecture, and extrapolate all the time. And the good ones understand, as astronomer Carl Sagan put 
it, that “Absence of evidence is not evidence of absence.” To assume that it doesn’t exist if we can’t see it, touch it, or 
hear it could well be arrogant and presumptuous. After all, being blind and deaf doesn’t mean there aren’t things to be 
seen and heard.

A critic of Leonard’s categorical statement about “faith in free people” might say that the past is not prologue, that 
the future is unknowable and nothing about the past guarantees anything about the future. Maybe free people won’t 
undertake the creative, productive activities Leonard assures us they will. They might decide en masse to take a 
permanent vacation. Then perhaps it will be necessary to unfree them to get things done, that is, somebody will have 
to crack the whip.

At that point, faith would not evaporate. Its object would simply transfer from free people to those with the whips—
the central planners, the know-it-alls, the self-anointed who claim for themselves the right to rule others. With no 
guarantee of future performance (and likely minimal penalty for lack thereof), these schemers with power would 
demand that the rest of us have faith in their wisdom.

I say no thanks to that! As the late William F. Buckley Jr. put it, “Government can’t do anything for you except in 
proportion as it can do something to you.”

Beware of the Self-Anointed 
Frédéric Bastiat, author of The Law, which Leonard Read played a key role in bringing to 20th-century audiences, said 

it even better:

If the natural tendencies of mankind are so bad that it is not safe to permit people to be free, how is it that the tendencies of these 
organizers are always good? Do not the legislators and their appointed agents also belong to the human race? Or do they believe 
that they themselves are made of a finer clay than the rest of mankind? The organizers maintain that society, when left undirect-
ed, rushes headlong to its inevitable destruction because the instincts of the people are so perverse. The legislators claim to stop 
this suicidal course and to give it a saner direction. Apparently, then, the legislators and the organizers have received from Heaven 
an intelligence and virtue that place them beyond and above mankind; if so, let them show their titles to this superiority.

They would be the shepherds over us, their sheep. Certainly, such an arrangement presupposes that they are naturally 

superior to the rest of us. And certainly, we are fully justified in demanding from the legislators and organizers proof 

of this natural superiority.

No such proof, of course, has ever been offered (lots of claims to it, yes, but no proof). Quite the contrary, the track 

record of the self-anointed is lousy. If they aren’t already corrupted before they attain power, then power will surely 

corrupt them. They always promise omelets, but they only break eggs.

Faith in free people, on the other hand, is rooted in our best understanding of basic human nature: Men and women 
act to improve their well-being. They do so by creating wealth and offering it to others in trade. They respond to 
incentives and disincentives. The great majority derive satisfaction not only from the utility provided by goods and 
services but from the joy that comes from the act of wealth creation. Unleash their creative energies and they put 
them to work!
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Leonard’s faith in free people also enjoys a track record that outshines any of the whip-crackers by a country mile. It’s 

on full display here in an old essay written by the late John C. Sparks, a former FEE president and long-time trustee. 

Published by FEE in 1954 and again later in 1977, it brilliantly reinforces Leonard’s call to trust what free people can 

accomplish:

______________________________________________________________________

If Men Were Free to Try
by John C. Sparks

Private ownership, private initiative, the hope of reward, and the expectation of achievement have always been 
primarily responsible for the advancement of mankind. Continued progress—be it spiritual, mental, or material—
rests squarely upon a better understanding of the idea of individual freedom of choice and action, with personal 
responsibility for one’s own decisions.

For the purpose of illustrating this idea, let us suppose you had lived in 1900 and somehow were confronted with the 
problem of seeking a solution to any one of the following problems:

1.	 To build and maintain roads adequate for use of conveyances, their operators, and passengers.
2.	 To increase the average span of life by 30 years.
3.	 To convey instantly the sound of a voice speaking at one place to any other point or any number of points around 

the world.
4.	 To convey instantly the visual replica of an action, such as a presidential inauguration, to men and women in their 

living rooms all over America.
5.	 To develop a medical preventive against death from pneumonia.
6.	 To transport physically a person from Los Angeles to New York in less than four hours.
7.	 To build a horseless carriage of the qualities and capabilities described in the latest advertising folder of any 

automobile manufacturer.
Without much doubt you would have selected the first problem as the one easiest of solution. In fact, the other 
problems would have seemed fantastic and quite likely would have been rejected as the figments of someone’s wild 
imagination.

Now, let us see which of these problems has been solved to date. Has the easiest problem been solved? No. Have the 
seemingly fantastic problems been solved? Yes, and we hardly give them a second thought.

It is not accidental that solutions have been found wherever the atmosphere of freedom and private ownership has 
prevailed wherein men could try out their ideas and succeed or fail on their own worthiness. Nor is it accidental 
that the coercive force of government—when hooked up to a creative field such as transportation—has been slow, 
plodding, and unimaginative in maintaining and replacing its facilities.

A Better Road
Does it not seem odd that a privately owned automobile company found it expedient to sponsor a national contest 
with tremendous prizes and to conduct its own search in order to correct the faults of the publicly owned and 
inadequate highway system? The highway dilemma has become more and more acute until someone other than 
the public owner has sought an answer. If the points of ownership had been reversed in 1900—that is, motorcar 
development in the hands of the government, and highways left to private individuals—we would have likely 
participated in a contest sponsored by the privately owned highway companies to suggest how to improve the 
government’s horseless carriage so that it would keep pace with the fine and more-than-adequate highways.

How could roads be built and operated privately? I do not know. This is a subject to which none of us directs his 
creative attention. We never do think creatively on any activity pre-empted by government. It is not until an activity 
has been freed from monopoly that creative thought comes into play.

But go back to 1900. Could any of us then have told how to solve the six problems to which solutions have been found? 

Suppose, for instance, that someone could at that time have described the looks and performance of the latest model 

automobile. Could any of us have told him how to make it? No, no more than we can describe how privately to build 

and operate highways today. 

What accounts, then, for the present automobile and other “fantastic” accomplishments? Government did not pre-

empt these activities! Instead, these have been left to the area of free, uninhibited, creative thinking. Millions of man-

hours of technically skilled, inventive thought have been at work. And the end is not yet. Nor will there be an end as 

long as the inhibitory influence of government is confined to its proper functions of protecting equally the life, liberty, 

and property of all citizens—as long as men are free to try their ideas in a competitive and voluntary market.

Source: The Foundation for Economic Education (FEE)                                                                    			               https://fee.org/



May - June 2026

157156

NHEG EDGUIDE May - June 2026

Can Local Solutions Succeed Where Foreign Aid Has 
In Ruhiira, Uganda, an international aid project once 

offered villagers $300,000 to grow maize instead of 

matoke, a banana-like starch. Maize, the aid experts 

reasoned, was better to farm because it is nutritious, 

drought-resistant, and produces high yields. The 

experts were right. At harvest time, the villagers found 

themselves with a bumper crop of 3,840 tons of maize.

What happened next, though, cut short any celebration. 

No one could figure out what to do with all the excess 

maize. Transport costs to distant markets were too 

high to be profitable, and the village lacked the kind of 

storage facilities needed to preserve the corn for future 

use.

So it rotted. As one widow and mother of nine explained, 

“Maize is everywhere! Under the beds, in the living 

rooms, in the kitchens—everywhere! And the rats are 

everywhere, too.” What began as a hopeful, well-funded 

effort by foreign experts with good intentions ended 

in disappointment and even resentment on the part of 

those it was meant to help.

The Folly of Foreign Aid
The Ruhiira misadventure occurred in 2007, but the 

larger effort behind it—the Millennium Villages Project 

(MVP), a $300 million total investment, which was widely 

promoted as the recipe to end poverty for good—

received its first independent evaluation in late 2018 by 

the UK’s Department for International Development. In 

a blow to traditional aid strategy, the report concluded 

“there is no evidence people living in the MVP areas 

have escaped the poverty trap” and that “what has been 

achieved could have been attained at a lower cost.”

What’s more, 2018 also saw the release of the first-of-

its-kind Project Performance Database (PPD). It was 

painstakingly assembled by aid scholar Dan Honig, 

who captured data on more than 14,000 scored aid 

projects from nine different international development 

agencies. The findings suggest the Ruhiira experience 

is less the exception and more the rule. Based on the 

agencies’ own self-assessment, which Honig points out 

are likely inflated, and using established thresholds by 

independent scholars, the PPD reveals that nearly 40 

percent of all projects were deemed failures, and only 14 

percent were given top marks.

For some, the persistent inefficacy of foreign aid is a 
stubborn mystery that is just one project away from 
being solved (“Next time, more money to cover transport 
costs and more money to build storage facilities!”). 
Such dogged do-gooders fall prey to the seductive but 
mistaken belief that outsiders can solve other people’s 
economic problems with just the right combination 
of financial resources and technical expertise. But for 
others, the time has come to propose more imaginative 
fixes to aid’s approach to international poverty.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2019
MATT WARNER

Where top-down economic planning fails, spontaneous ground-up order prevails.

Why Foreign Aid Fails
For example, Honig also used the data to better understand the reasons for project failure, concluding that the 

complexity of the task meant that centralized control by outside agencies often made failure more likely. In his book, 

Navigation by Judgment: Why and When Top-Down Management of Foreign Aid Doesn’t Work, he explains how many of 

the projects would be less likely to fail if they gave more autonomy to local aid workers.

Honig wants central authorities to understand that many of the unpredictable decisions that need to be made 

throughout the course of an aid project require the kind of “soft” information that distant technocrats do not and 

cannot possess.

Similarly, Pablo Yanguas, in his 2018 book Why We Lie About Aid: Development and the Messy Politics of Change, 

stands on his ten years of work in international development to contend that the complexities of local context are 

underappreciated by aid agencies that lack the tacit knowledge needed to better predict the consequences of their 

interventions. Yanguas sums up successful economic development as institutional change, which he describes as a 

societal transition from old rules to new rules.

For Yanguas, aid agencies must then grapple more directly with politics and public perception, a task made 

unavoidably difficult because of what he calls the “thick substrate of social norms, cultural values, policy ideas, and 

popular expectations,” which can easily frustrate the plans of any outsider.

Both Honig and Yanguas want to see aid reformed, but since both are determined to keep government-led aid 

agencies at the center of any new strategy, neither takes their intellectual journey far enough.

If local aid workers are marginally better equipped than their central office counterparts to navigate decisions on the 

ground, how much better equipped are the local people themselves to discover a path to their own prosperity? And 

if institutional change is the key to development, and understanding local complexities is necessary for securing a 

successful transition to new rules that stick, why pin our hopes on foreign aid workers to figure that out?

Spontaneous Order and Dispersed Knowledge
Writing for a 2018 volume honoring Douglass North, who won the Nobel prize in economics for his work on 

institutions, economists James Caton and Edward Lopez argue that the successful evolution of institutions depends on 

the trial and error emergence of the uniquely shared and interlocking mental models of a particular society, the whole 

of which cannot be understood by a single person.

In this way, they write, “a theory of institutions requires a theory of knowledge.” Those insights suggest that the kind 

of “soft” information Honig values and the kind of “tacit” knowledge Yanguas prizes are really endogenous to local 

people, leaving outsiders least qualified to intervene for fear of clumsily substituting for and obscuring that local 

knowledge.

Whether to plant maize or matoke is a decision individual Ugandans should make, and the value of those types of 
choices is materially influenced by the degree to which local institutions respect and facilitate the full expression of 
those economic decisions.

What does this mean, then, about the role of outsiders and philanthropy in addressing poverty?

Oxford economist Eric Beinhocker in his book, The Origin of Wealth: Evolution, Complexity, and the Radical Remaking 
of Economics, explains an important truth about the process of economic development every outsider should bear in 
mind:
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We use our brains as best we can in economic decision-making but then we experiment and tinker our way into an unpredictable 
future, keeping and building on what works and discarding what does not. Our intentionality, rationality, and creativity do matter 
as a driving force in the economy, but they matter as part of a larger evolutionary process.

In this way, according to Beinhocker, “markets are an evolutionary search mechanism” with no designer at the helm. 
Therefore, any successful philanthropic strategy for economic development must prize individual economic freedom 
as its ultimate goal.

That’s not all. Beinhocker also explains:

Economies rely on the existence of two factors: physical technologies to enable people to create products and services that are 
worth trading, and social technologies that smooth the way for cooperation in creating and trading those products and services.

Equating social technologies terminologically with institutions, Beinhocker cites development economist William 
Easterly’s research findings when he writes, “The most significant factor [explaining why some countries are richer 
than others] [i]s the state of a nation’s Social Technologies.”

Put another way, institutions, such as those relating to rule of law, property rights, free markets, financial regulation, 
business licensing, and others, are key to economic development. Beinhocker concludes, “Patiently building the 
institutions and culture required to support economic evolution is the only path for…countries out of poverty.”

So, a philanthropic strategy for outsiders must honor both of those truths. It should focus on achieving institutional 
change aimed at strengthening economic freedom in order to expand economic choices for the poor and, importantly, 
it should be led by local reformers, not outsiders.

Who Are These Local Reformers?
Over the last twenty years, a new player has emerged that is proving uniquely positioned to resolve the dilemma 
outsiders face. This player is as sophisticated in its strategic relevance as it is banal in its description: the local, 
independent think tank.

The quantity and quality of local, independent think tanks committed to strengthening economic institutions 
have grown considerably in the last two decades. Of the 486 such organizations working today in 95 countries, 
only 151 of them existed 20 years ago, and they covered only 40 countries. More importantly, they are achieving 
tangible, institutional victories throughout the world on a monthly basis, according to monitoring performed by my 
organization, Atlas Network.

In Côte d’Ivoire, for example, it was a local think tank, Audace Institut Afrique, that figured out how to work with 
village leadership to transition oral land-ownership customs to secured titles in the formal market. In Argentina, 
Libertad y Progreso rallied public opinion around their research explaining the injustice of a tariff on laptops and 
tablets, leading to its elimination and a drop in prices.

In Honduras, low-income would-be entrepreneurs faced steep government licensing fees until a think tank, Fundación 
Eléutera, made the case for their considerable reduction.

Each of those improvements represents a milestone on the institutional path to economic development. The 
identification, prioritization, sequencing, and design of such pathways cannot be led by outsiders, no matter how 
technically savvy or well-intentioned, because the underlying norms, culture, and customs are substantially influenced 
by a local, tacit knowledge that is both integral to institutional development and at the same time non-transmittable 
to foreign minds.

In the conclusion of Honig’s book, he details some of the ways foreign agencies have been trying to take the “local 
knowledge” mantra seriously by cooperating more closely with recipient countries, paying more attention to local 
politics, and even establishing more field offices on the ground.

Honig is skeptical that any of those tactics truly get to the heart of the problem. He quotes one government official in 
Liberia who complained, “USAID consults [us] on strategy, but it’s their strategy.”

Of course it is. This existential dilemma is perhaps too intractable for those philosophically and professionally 
committed to the foreign aid infrastructure we’ve inherited. For the rest of us, it is our opportunity to acknowledge 
the full breadth of the outsider’s role in aid’s inefficacy to date and to adopt a new strategy that puts us in our proper 
place and local think tanks in theirs.

Source: The Foundation for Economic Education (FEE)                                                                    			               https://fee.org/
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In March of this year, the higher education world was 
rocked by revelations of a widespread college admissions 
bribery scandal. The scandal was such a big story it has 
its own page on the LA Times website that now boasts 
almost 100 different articles covering the issue.

The evolution of the story gripped the nation as more 
and more names and schools were brought forth each 
day. In all, over 33 parents have been targeted with 
fraud-related activities, and 11 universities that took part 
in the scandal have been identified.

Those who follow college sports were not shocked by this 
story. Almost six months before the admissions scandal 
broke, the FBI was investigating University of Arizona 
men’s basketball coach Sean Miller over a “pay-for-play” 
recruiting scandal. Cheating to get into school is nothing 
new.

High School Credentials
However, this news is certainly upsetting to those who 
have worked extremely hard in school and attempted to 
get into the college of their dreams only to be rejected. 
All the while, there are students with lesser credentials 
who have paid their way into school. It callouses those 
who identify nepotism and privilege among those who 
get what they want—and how can we blame them?

While the bribery scandal garnered a lot of press due to 
the involvement of big names and the number of schools 
and people involved, there is another aspect of this story 
that went unaddressed: the credentials of high school 
graduates.

I want to be clear that this is not an attack on students’ 
work ethic or a rant against lazy millennials. This 
is an attempt to create a dialogue about what is 
happening within the machine of public education. This 
year an estimated 3.6 million students will graduate 
from high schools across the country. Clearly, the 
accomplishments, achievements, and aptitudes of these 
students fall on a very wide spectrum.

Setting aside the qualifications for earning admission 
into post-secondary school, we must ask a vital question: 
What skills are our students leaving school with? More 
importantly—and more scandalously—are they meeting 
the standards to graduate, or are they being “pushed 
through”?

In my 10 years of working in education, I have seen an 
alarming rate of students who are being pushed through 
the system. There are a number of ways this is occurring.

Credit Recovery and Skewed GPAs
Students are increasingly needing to take more and more 
credit recovery courses. According to the Department 
of Education, an estimated 15 percent of high school 
students took a credit recovery class as of the 2015-2016 
school year.

The issue with this is the lack of applicable skills students 
attain in taking these online classes. Again, the findings 
of the Department of Education tell the story, noting that
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While the education system is to blame, the victims are the students.

students in the online Algebra I course scored lower on an end-of-course assessment and received lower grades in Algebra I than 
students assigned to an in-person course.

In addition to the increasing number of students participating in credit recovery, students are missing an increasing 
amount of school. In a report conducted by the Department of Education, it was estimated that over seven million 
students missed 15 or more days of school—the number the department uses to designate “chronic absenteeism.”
I can personally attest to students who have missed 15 or more days in a single trimester (13 weeks)! This is important 
to highlight because many teachers will simply “exempt” students from in-class work they miss, and the student must 
move on upon returning to school, missing any content from the previous day(s).

Another troubling aspect that emerges when examining our high school graduates is the grading scale and subsequent 
grade point average students earn. GPAs have almost become a joke in high school amid weighted and dual credit 
classes. Some schools will have students graduate with a 5.0 on a 4.0 scale. What does this even mean? In theory, it 
should tell colleges—and more importantly, the student—that they have attained a certain level of accomplishment in 
their work. Let’s examine.

Are Students Being “Pushed Through” School?
The level of work (typically achieved by higher level thinking, thoroughness, and completion) has been suffering. I 
recently spoke with a co-worker who said he simply grades on completion at this point. This omits grading for accuracy 
and attaining the level of work desired in the assignment. Again, this highlights the issue at hand:
What does it mean to earn a grade on an assignment or an overall course grade? How accurately is this reflecting what 
students know or what skills they have achieved in completing a class?

The bottom line is we are pushing students through who are woefully unprepared for either post-secondary school or 
the workplace. Schools aren’t even trying to hide the fact that they are doing this. NPR ran a fascinating story in 2017 
on Ballou High School, located near Washington, DC, that celebrated every student earning admission to college. The 
problem was that the majority of students did not earn this achievement. It was a hoax, and unfortunately, it is more 
prevalent than what many in public education would like to admit.

Why are schools taking part in doing this? Isn’t the main function of the school to educate and prepare students for 
the next phase of their lives? In theory, yes. In reality, schools are going to do what they must to obtain funding. 
Graduation rates are a significant factor in school district funding. Anything that could jeopardize that funding must 
be squashed.

While the system is to blame for this, the victims are the students. Students are forced through this broken system, 
and many do not ask for this outcome. It is a scandal that must be addressed and corrected, but how? Students should 
not have to hold teachers accountable, but that is an option. More pressing, teachers must remain resolute and not 
cave to calls to push students through.

Source: The Foundation for Economic Education (FEE)                                                                    			               https://fee.org/

Source: The Foundation for Economic Education (FEE)                                                                    			               https://fee.org/
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